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QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


THE  PARACLETE.* 

Rev.  John  Ramsey,  LL.B.,  Bally- 
money,  Ireland. 

My  young  brothers,  who  hope  soon  to 
be  in  the  ranks  of  the  gospel  ministry,  I 
congratulate  you  on  your  opportunities,  on 
your  teachers,  on  your  choice  of  work,  on 
your  testimony,  on  your  progress,  and  on 
the  stage  you  have  reached  in  your  prep- 
aration for  your  life’s  work.  Knowing 
from  the  inside  most  of  the  difficulties, 
some  of  the  discouragements,  and  many 
of  the  needs  of  the  situation,  I wish  to 
speak  to  you  to-night  in  sympathy  and 
with  the  desire  to  be  helpful  to  you.  That 
is  why  I have  fixed  on,  for  the  subject  of 
this  lecture  at  the  close  of  the  theological 
session,  “The  Paraclete.” 

The  wrord  paraldetos  occurs  five  times 
in  the  Hew  Testament — in  John 

14,  16,  “and  I will  pray  the  Father 

and  He  shall  give  you  another  Com- 
forter;' in  John  14,  26,  “but  the  Com- 
forter, which  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  whom 
the  Father  will  send  in  My  name;”  in 
John  15,  26,  “but  when  the  Comforter  is 
come,  whom  I will  send  unto  you  from 

the  Father, He  shall  testify  of  Me;” 

in  John  16,  7,  “for  if  I go  not  away  the 


*A  lecture  delivered  at  the  closing  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Theological 
Hall , Belfast , Ireland , by  Rev.  John 
Ramsey , LL.B.,  of  Ballymoney,  Moder- 
ator of  Synod. 


Comforter  will  not  come  unto  you;”  and 
in  I.  John  2,  1,  “And  if  any  man  sin  we 
have  an  advocate  with  the  Father,  Jesus 
Christ  the  righteous.” 

You  will  note  that  it  is  John  alone, 
the  beloved  disciple,  who  leaned  on  the 
bosom  of  Jesus,  who  uses  the  word.  If 
it  escaped  the  ear  of  Matthew,  or  failed 
to  enter  his  heart  when  it  fell  from  the 
lips  of  Jesus,  John  did  not  miss  it.  Surely 
there  is  something  suggestive  in  this  fact. 
It  was  used  mainly  in  the  address  of  Jesus 
to  His  disciples  before  He  suffered  and 
was  parted  from  them.  Is  there  not  some- 
thing to  arrest  our  attention  in  that  also? 

In  the  authorized  version,  four  times 
the  word  is  translated  “Comforter” — once 
only  “Advocate.”  Why  should  there  be 
any  difference?  Apparently  because  the 
translators  wished  to  follow  the  traditional 
rendering,  but  as  this  meaning  would  not 
suit  the  sense  in  the  epistle,  the  more  cor- 
rect meaning  of  the  word  was  there  ad- 
hered to.  The  revisers  give  “helper,” 
“paraclete,”  as  the  marginal  reading. 

The  English  meaning  of  paralcletos 
is  “one  who  is  called  to  be  beside” — 
as  helper,  adviser,  friend,  comforter, 
intercessor,  advocate.  It  has  a very 
comprehensive  meaning,  and  here  lets  us 
know  that  all  that  a lawyer  advocate, 
sworn  to  do  his  best  for  his  client, 
will  do  for  the  person  he  pleads  for,  all 
that  the  truest  friend  will  do  for  his 
friend,  God  will  do  for  them  that  trust 
Him. 
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One  cannot  but  be  struck,  on  glancing 
at  the  columns  of  an  English  dictionary, 
with  the  number  of  words  beginning  with 
“com”  or  “con” — among  them  being 
“comrade.”  In  the  Greek  New  Testa- 
ment there  are  more  than  one  hundred 
words  beginning  with  the  Greek  preposi- 
tion para,  which  exactly  corresponds 
with  the  Latin  “cum”  or  “com”  or  “con” 
and  the  English  “with.”  In  other 
languages  the  same  feature  is  notice- 
able. God  has  made  us  feel,  and  often 
unwittingly  confess,  the  unity  of  the  race, 
the  need  for  association,  the  blessing  or 
otherwise  of  comradeship  and  companion- 
ship. He  has  made  us  one  with  our  fel- 
lows in  good  and  bad;  and  He  has  made 
us  realize  this  oneness  sometimes  to  our 
joy,  sometimes  to  our  sorrow,  occasionally 
to  our  hurt,  often  to  our  advantage. 

When  God  speaks  to  us  of  His  relation- 
ships to  us.  He  takes  pains  to  make  us 
know  that  they  are  akin  to  our  own  mor- 
tal relationships;  that,  in  fact,  our  re- 
lationships to  one  another  are  typical,  but 
at  an  infinite  distance,  of  His  relation- 
ships to  us.  So  He  very  often  assures  us 
of  His  “alongsideness,”  as  He  does  in  this 
word  parakletos.  And  all  that,  and  in- 
finitely more  than,  is  conveyed  to  us 
in  the  idea  of  human  fellowship  is 
suggested  in  God’s  “comradeship.”  A 
comrade  is  more  than  a leader,  more 
than  a protector,  more  than  an  ad- 
viser; and  all  that  a comrade  may  do, 
God  will  do.  In  the  camp,  in  the  tent,  in 
the  trench,  in  the  charge,  God’s  abiding 
presence  is  promised.  Most  of  all,  to  the 
apostle,  to  the  preacher,  to  the  man  to 
whom  He  says,  “Go  ye  into  all  the  world,” 
does  He  give  the  sure  promise,  “Lo,  I am 
with  you  all  the  days,  even  to  the  end  of 
the  age.”  Is  there  any  limit  then  to 
what  we  may  expect  with  God  as  our 
comrade  ? 

Believing  that  it  is  this  consciousness 


of  God’s  comradeship  that  will  keep  you 
during  the  days  of  your  student  life  and 
save  you  from  the  pitfalls  to  which  im- 
mature intellectual  and  spiritual  life  are 
exposed,  that  will  protect  you  from  the 
self-importance  and  spiritual  conceit  of 
imagined  maturity,  that  will  prepare  you 
for  going  out  to  your  work  in  faith  and 
knowledge  and  fear,  that  will  encourage 
and  support  you  in  the  hours  of  conscious 
weakness  and  unfitness  you  are  sure  to 
have,  and  that  will  give  you  the  victory 
in  the  struggle  of  your  day’s  work,  I seek 
to  turn  your  thoughts  this  evening  to  this 
wonderful  revelation  made  here  of  God’s 
gracious  provision  in  Christ  Jesus  for  the 
needs  of  the  most  needy  man  on  God’s 
earth — the  Christian  minister.  If  any 
man  needs  a comrade,  he  does.  But  who 
can  keep  him  company  in  his  experience 
in  that  office?  “The  heart  knoweth  his 
own  bitterness;  and  a stranger  doth  not 
intermeddle  with  his  joy.”  But  the  lone- 
someness of  the  depths  and  of  the  moun- 
tain summits  is  dissipated  by  God;  and 
to  the  man  living  in  the  wilderness  or 
dying  on  the  heights  of  Pisgah,  the  pres- 
ence of  God  is  the  salvation  of  life.  He 
has  One  with  him  Who  can  weep  with 
him  when  he  weeps,  and  rejoice  with*  him 
when  he  rejoices. 

No  one  is  in  as  good  a position  to  ap- 
preciate 

THE  NEED  OF  AN  ADVOCATE 

as  the  Christian  minister.  He  is  charged 
with  a spiritual  message  to  the  souls  of 
men — a message  which  reasoning  power 
cannot  drive  home.  Eor  logic  never  yet 
saved  a soul.  His  business  is  with  sin- 
ners who  do  not  wish  his  message,  whose 
hearts  are  quite  opposed  to  it,  and  to 
whom  his  language  is  that  of  the  for- 
eigner. He  is  sent  to  justify  the  ways  of 
God  to  men,  even  to  the  rebellious. 
Human  love,  human  tact,  human  persua- 
siveness, the  very  best  of  human  powers 
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are  unavailing.  If  God’s  message  is  not 
to  be  barren  and  unfruitful,  a more  pow- 
erful advocate  than  man  is  needed.  And 
as  God’s  word  cannot  return  to  Him  void, 
a divine  advocate  is  necessary.  God  wants 
the  world.  Someone  must  persuade  the 
world.  Someone  must  reason  with  a logic 
more  perfect  than  human,  with  a logic 
that  will  reach  the  heart  and  life,  and 
only  God  can  perform  such  a function. 

God’s  words  are  not  man’s  words,  and 
His  ways  are  not  man’s  ways.  Man  can 
neither  understand  nor  appreciate  His 
words  or  His  works.  The  need  is  appar- 
ent for  an  advocate  who  understands  God 
and  man  with  perfect  exactitude,  and  who 
can  speak  in  a language  equally  intelligi- 
ble to  both  of  God  and  His  work  and  of 
man  and  his  needs.  Such  a language  is 
not  a medium  of  conveying  human 
thoughts  but  divine,  yet  it  is  a language 
man  can  understand  and  feel. 

Of  all  God’s  attributes,  which  are  all 
incomprehensible  to  man,  His  love  is  the 
most  transcendent.  That  God  should  love 
the  world  is  the  greatest  paradox,  the  pro- 
foundest  mystery,  that  sinful  man  could 
be  confronted  with  or  be  asked  to  believe. 
Yo  human  advocacy  could  secure  faith  in 
such  an  impossibility.  Yet  this  is  just 
the  preacher’s  message,  and  this  message 
must  be  brought  home  to  the  sinner’s 
heart. 

And  the  preacher’s  own  heart  must  be 
reached.  Who  shall  reach  it? 

As  sinners,  we  need  an  advocate,  and 
God  assures  us  “if  any  man  sin  we  have  an 
advocate  with  the  Father,  Jesus  Christ  the 
righteous.”  His  blood  and  righteousness 
are  the  only  plea  that  can  avail  in  God’s 
presence,  and  these  are  available  to  every 
believing  soul. 

WHO  IS  THE  ADVOCATE  ? 

He  is  called  “the  Spirit  of  Truth,”  “the 
Holy  Ghost.”  He  is  said  to  be  asked  for 
by  Christ,  to  be  sent  by  Christ,  and  to 


come  from  the  Father.  All  that  is  said 
about  Him  implies  His  personality  as 
truly  as  statements  made  about  any  in- 
dividual man  imply  his  personality.  He 
“proceeds  from  the  Father  and  from  the 
Son  from  all  eternity.”  Over  these  mys- 
teries the  Church  has  contended,  and  men 
have  tried  to  express  them  in  human  lan- 
guage, and  to  explain  them.  A great  gulf 
was  fixed  between  Rome  and  Constanti- 
nople in  the  word  Filioque.  But  when  we 
have  quoted  all  Scripture  references  and 
received  in  faith  all  Scripture  statements, 
we  are  as  far  as  ever  from  understanding 
the  nature,  character  and  relationships  of 
this  Divine  person.  “The  peculiarity  of 
Bible  mysteries  is  this,  that  they  are  asso- 
ciated with  life,  never  with  mere  thought. 
They  always  present  themselves  to  the 
view  of  the  disciple,  rather  than  to  that 
of  the  student;  they  always  address  the 
heart  quite  as  much  as  the  intellect.  Ob- 
serve how  very  little  there  is  of  what  can 
be  called  speculative  revelation  in  the 
Bible.  The  Bible  teaches  us  not  how  to 
think,  but  how  to  live;  and  treats  the 

thinking  as  part  of  the  living. There 

is  nowhere  any  distinct  statement  in  the 
Bible  of  the  attributes  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
or  of  the  part  which  He  takes  to  Himself 
in  dealing  with  us.  What  the  Holy  Ghost 
precisely  is  or  what  He  precisely  does  is 
nowhere  defined.  There  is  no  philosophy 
of  His  existence  given  us.  But  if  this  is 
not  given,  what  is  given?  Wherever  the 
Holy  Spirit  acts  on  our  life  there  we  are 
told  how  we  can  see  His  action.  Wherever 
He  can  comfort,  strengthen,  enlighten, 
there  we  meet  with  a promise  that  we  shall 
find  Him.  Whatever  is  needed  to  enable 
us  to  reverence  Him,  worship  Him,  obey 
Him,  that  is  revealed.” — Bishop  Temple's 
Rugby  Sermons. 

Jesus  says,  “Another  advocate.”  Jesus 
has  acted  as  Mediator  and  Intercessor. 
But  the  time  has  come  for  His  bodily 
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presence  to  be  removed  from  earth.  What 
will  then  become  of  His  Church,  His 
truth.  His  members.  His  apostles,  His 
ministers  ? He  has  foreseen  the  need  and 
made  provision  for  it.  And  now  He  gives 
His  promise,  “I  will  send  another  advo- 
cate/’ The  Divine  presence  shall  not  be 
withdrawn.  The  preacher  shall  not  have 
to  depend  on  his  own  power  of  reason  and 
intellect  and  persuasiveness,  not  even  on 
his  own  honesty  and  love  and  desire  for 
sinners’  souls,  not  even  on  his  own  prac- 
tical example  of  holy  living.  But  as  the 
apostles  had  obtained  wonderful  success 
by  following  their  Master’s  directions  and 
words  and  methods,  so  the  preacher  to- 
day,  listening  to  this  other  advocate,  who 
brings  God’s  word,  and  depending  on  His 
advocacy  to  the  minds  and  hearts  of  sin- 
ners, will  be  made  certain  of  results  such  as 
no  human  powers  could  ever  accomplish. 

This  Advocate  is  “the  Spirit  of  Truth,” 
to  Whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  Bible 
and  for  all  right  understanding  of  it.  He 
is  incapable  of  contradicting  Himself.  All 
truth  is  from  Him  and  He  is  the  very 
foundation  and  life  of  it. 

WHAT  WILL  THIS  ADVOCATE  DO? 

He  is  not  an  emergency  advocate.  His 
counsel  is  not  available  in  difficult  cases 
only.  His  circuit  is  not  bounded  by  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  others.  He  comes 
to  abide  forever,  through  all  the  ages,  and 
over  all  the  world.  He  has  never  to  give 
place  to  another.  His  advocacy  never 
ends.  He  shall  abide  forever. 

And  He  will  live  with  you,  in  your 
home,  in  your  study,  at  your  daily  work 
of  thinking  and  writing  and  visiting  and 
striving  to  win  sinners  to  salvation.  He 
will  be  in  your  closet  where  you  converse 
with  God  alone.  You  are  best  known, 
perhaps,  to  the  members  of  your  own 
family,  and  they  best  appreciate  the  priv- 
ilege or  otherwise  of  being  related  to  you. 
The  Holy  Spirit  knows  you  better  than 


any  other  being  does,  and  His  knowledge 
of  you  at  your  worst,  which  is  far  worse 
than  you  have  ever  thought  it  to  be,  has 
not  yet  made  Him  leave  you.  “He  dwell- 
eth  with  you.” 

He  can  come  closer  than  any  other,  and 
in  Him  you  have  the  assurance  not  merely 
of  advocacy  always  available,  nor  that  of 
one  who  lives  in  the  same  house,  but  of 
one  who  is  inside  your  hearts.  “He  shall 
be  in  you,”  making  God’s  appeal  to  your 
hearts  and  leaching  your  hearts  to  ap- 
peal to  God;  not  only  showing  the  way,, 
but  giving  strength  to  walk  in  it. 

He  is  “the  Spirit  of  Truth,”  and  from 
Him  alone  the  truth  can  be  learned.  He 
shall  teach  the  whole  of  Christ’s  revela- 
tion, and  all  that  Christ  has  said. 

He  shall  instruct  and  improve  the 
memory  which  s£n  has  so  marred  and 
which  Satan  has  so  polluted.  The  Holy 
Spirit  will  cleanse  and  sanctify  and  re- 
new it.  “He  will  bring  all  things  to  your 
remembrance”  whatsoever  Christ  has  said. 

He  shall  be  a witness  for  Christ  con- 
tinually. And  this  is  what  the  soul  of 
the  preacher  needs  above  all — some  ad- 
viser or  monitor,  who  will  keep  reminding 
it  of  the  Saviour,  and  who  in  this  way 
will  banish  self  and  self-consciousness. 
He  shall  argue  down  all  opposition  and 
kill  all  cavilling  with  the  truth. 

He  shall  speak  to  the  world  as  the 
preacher  himself  cannot,  and  He  shall 
make  the  preacher’s  words  effective  in  “re- 
proving the  world  of  sin  and  of  righteous- 
ness and  of  judgment.” 

What  then  will 

HIS  PRESENCE  SECURE? 

The  Holy  Spirit  never  yet  made  any 
man  speak  slightingly  of  the  truth,  or  of 
any  part  of  it.  He  never  induced  any 
man  to  treat  the  truth  lightly.  If  there 
has  been  discrimination  among  truths,  if 
some  have  been  exalted  at  the  expense  of 
others,  if  some  have  been  neglected  as  of 
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minor  importance — this  has  been  the  re- 
sult of  Satan’s  work,  not  of  the  Holy 
Spirit’s. 

The  Spirit  never  yet  made  man  slight, 
or  sneer  at  principle.  He  never  yet  called 
conscientiousness  “narrow-mindedness.” 
That  jibe  is  from  the  Devil. 

He  never  led  or  encouraged  man  to 
make  light  of  his  brother  man,  or  to  mock 
and  belittle  the  earnest,  honest  views  and 
efforts  of  a brother,  no  matter  how  sim- 
ple-minded. 

He  never  belittled  sin,  but  He  has  al- 
ways held  it  up  as  that  accursed  thing 
which  God  hates.  It  is  “that  wicked” 
one  who  speaks  lightly  of  sin. 

There  have  been  hypocrites  in  the  pul- 
pit and  in  the  pew,  and  more  who  have 
never  entered  a church  door.  But  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  not  responsible  for  their 
existence.  They  are  the  workmanship 
and  brood  of  the  “father  of  lies.” 

Some  truths  are  disliked,  some  are 
hated,  but  the  Holy  Spirit  has  not  pro- 
duced these  feelings. 

His  presence  in  the  heart  will  secure 
the  utmost  regard  for  the  truth.  It  is 
sacred  to  Him — every  fragment  of  it — 
for  it  is  Christ’s  truth.  It  is  not  for 
human  merchandise.  And  the  Holy 
Spirit  alone  will  secure  that  breadth  of 
outlook  that  will  take  in  the  world  and 
see  all  as  Christ’s.  Through  His  work 
alone  shall  that  great  voice  be  heard  say- 
ing in  the  preacher’s  heart  and  proclaim- 
ing in  the  preacher’s  words  to  the  world, 
“The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become 
the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  of  His 
Christ.”  Through  His  advocacy  shall 
Christ  be  enthroned  in  the  individual 
heart  and  over  all  earthly  kingdoms. 


As  He  is  the  spirit  of  the  loving  Sav- 
iour, His  presence  will  secure  a genuine 
love  for  souls  and  a strong  desire  that 
souls  should  be  brought  to  salvation. 

He  will  produce  genuine  piety — not 
that  manifested  by  a sanctimonious  ap- 
pearance, not  that  indicated  by  upturned 
eyes  and  solemn  shakings  of  the  head,  but 
the  piety  of  true  Christian  manhood  that 
can  look  the  world  in  the  eye  and  make 
no  pharisaic  parade  of  godliness. 

His  work  is  productive  of  neither  pope 
nor  priest ; and  all  of  these,  whether 
Romish  or  Protestant,  whether  Presby- 
terian or  Episcopal,  are  the  result  of  the 
spirit  of  Lucifer,  not  of  the  Spirit  of 
Christ.  The  man  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
becomes  truly  humble  without  that  osten- 
tatious display  of  humility  which  is  the 
surest  proof  of  its  absence,  and  he  becomes 
truly  submissive  to  the  mind  of  Christ. 

It  is  only  the  Spirit  who  can  give  the 
preacher  a proper  regard  for  his  work 
and  lead  him  to  appreciate  his  position  as 
God’s  ambassador  to  sinful  men  and  a 
laborer  together  with  God,  the  Lord’s 
servant. 

Ko  man  ever  yet  became  loyal  to  God 
without  the  Spirit’s  work.  But  He  does 
secure  this  attitude  and  make  the  man 
who  submits  to  His  influence  regard  the 
divine  approval  more  than  popularity  or 
praise  of  men. 

All  that  Jesus  had  been  to  the  twelve 
the  Holy  Spirit  would  be  to  you.  And 
where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  there  is 
liberty — not  freedom  to  act,  not  license 
* to  be  lawless  in  action,  but  liberty  so  that 
life  is  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  strict- 
est demands  of  love. 


Olive  Trees  will  pay  twenty -five  cents  for  the  August  number  of  Herald  of 
Mission  News  for  1890.  Please  look  over  your  old  papers,  and  if  you  can  find  this 
issue,  mail  to  327  West  Fifty-sixth  Street,  Kew  York.  It  is  needed  to  complete  a set 
for  binding. 
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NEWS  OF  THE  CHURCHES. 

ABROAD. 


Cyprus,  Nicosia. — Dr.  McCarroll  has 
mailed  us  a letter  which  we  pass  on  to  the 
readers  of  Olive  Trees  : 

Again  it  becomes  onr  privilege  and  duty 
to  inform  you  concerning  the  work  done 
the  past  year.  While  great  and  important 
events  are  daily  taking  place  in  the  world 
outside,  and  the  map  of  Europe  is  being 
changed,  and  even  Cyprus  ' itself  has 
“changed  hands,”  yet  our  work  continues 
quietly  and  unaffected  by  the  war,  except 
that  the  price  of  drugs  has  advanced,  and 
the  peasants  are  rather  more  short  of 
money  than  usual. 

The  work  has  been  carried  on  regularly 
during  the  year,  with  the  exception  of 
about  six  weeks  of  the  hottest  weather  in 
July  and  August,  when  we  went  for  a 
rest  to  the  mountains. 

The  Sabbath  school  and  preaching  ser- 
vices are  held  regularly,  with  a good  at- 
tendance. The  Mothers’  Meeting  on 
Wednesday  afternoon  seems  quite  helpful 
to  the  spiritual  life  of  the  women,  and 
Wednesday  evening  prayer  meeting  is 
made  more  interesting  by  the  addition  of 
stereopticon  slides,  representing  such  sub- 
jects as  “Pilgrim’s  Progress,”  which  pro- 
vides an  excellent  opportunity  to  expound 
the  Word  to  many  who  would  not  other- 
wise be  present. 

At  our  recent  communion  there  were 
three  or  four  who  wished  to  unite  with 
the  Church,  but  it  was  thought  wise  to 
give  them  a little  more  time  for  prepara- 
tion. Among  these  is  one  young  man  be- 
longing to  a family  which  has  not  the  best 
reputation,  and  he  had  reached  about  as 
low  a level  as  it  is  possible  for  a young 
man  to  reach.  Now  he  has  given  up  all 
his  evil  ways,  studies  the  Bible  and  cate- 


chism every  day,  shows  a great  interest 
in  his  spiritual  life,  and  is  anxious  to 
unite  with  the  Church,  which  shows  the 
power  of  the  gospel  in  regenerating  the 
human  heart. 

Financial  Statement  from  Medical 
Department  in  Nicosia  for  the 
Year  Ended  March  31,  1915. 
Receipts. 

Balance  on  hand  April  1, 

1914  £10  18s.  ljd. 

Collected  during  year.  . . . 314  15  1-J 

£325  13s.  3d. 
Expenditures. 

Medical  supplies  £107  16s.  IJd. 

Motor  repairs  and  petrol . . 20  18  0 

Help  and  repairs  37  19  2 

Taxes  and  Insurance. 3 7 2 

Bible  woman  and  assistant 

in  dispensary  .........  16  16  0 

To  Mission  Treasurer....  121  0 0 

On  hand  March  31,  1915.  17  16  64 

£325  13s.  3d. 

Spiritual  results  cannot  be  represented 
in  figures,  but  we  believe  that  the  leaven 
is  working  quietly,  unseen,  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people,  and  in  God’s  own  time  we 
will  see  larger  results  of  our  labors. 

Syria,  Latakia. — Miss  Mattie  R.  Wylie, 
under  date  of  March  14,  writes : . 

“I  have  been  pretty  well  all  winter, 
only  have  to  be  careful  not  to  take  pleurisy. 
A little  cold  and  the  pain  comes  back,  but 
I have  passed  the  winter  more  comfort- 
ably than  I expected.  I have  not  felt 
the  strain  so  very  much.” 

Asia  Minor,  Mersina. — Rev.  A.  J.  Me- 
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Farland,  under  date  of  March.  23,  writes: 

“I  suppose  that  about  the  worst  I have 
to  report  is  that  our  theological  student 
seems  lost  to  us  for  the  present,  as  every 
means  of  securing  his  release  so  far  has 
failed.  But  we  have  committed  his  case 
to  the  Master  of  the  Vineyard,  Who,  we 
are  confident,  will  dispose  of  all  his 
laborers  wisely.” 

Miss  E.  M.  Sterrett,  under  date  of 
March  27,  writes: 

“I  wonder  whether  anyone  is  agitating 
the  subject  of  a successor  to  Mr.  Carith- 
ers.  He  ought  really  to  be  here  the  com- 
ing year  in  order  to  learn  the  ways-  Again 
it  may  be  easier  for  a man  to  come  than 
for  Miss  French.  I long  exceedingly  to 
see  Miss  F.  sitting  across  from  me  at  the 
table.” 

China,  Tak  Hing. — Dr.  J.  M.  Wright, 
under  date  of  March  20,  writes: 

“We  have  received  $200  (Mexican)  for 
further  medical  relief  work  in  the  flood 
districts  from  the  Bed  Cross,  and  hope  to 
begin  that  work  in  a short  time.  I have 
been  reading  the  report  of  the  late  Eddy 
meetings  in  Canton,  in  which  it  is  said 
that  150  were  received  into  the  churches 
as  members.  Of  these  150,  50  are  medical 
students.  Our  medical  students  here  have 
instituted  a special  evening  service  in  the 
hospital  to  teach  the  patients  how  to  con- 
duct family  worship  when  they  return  to 
their  homes-  Some  months  ago  a man 
was  carried  into  the  hospital  for  the  relief 
of  a broken  leg,  which  he  had  come  by  in 
a fight  with  a neighbor.  He  was  very 
angry,  and  had  him  arrested,  and  said 
he  would  kill  him  when  he  got  well.  He 
became  interested  in  the  gospel  and  had  a 
change  of  heart,  and  sent  word  to  his 
friends  to  secure  the  release  of  the  man 
in  prison,  and  that  he  would  forgive  him. 
This  he  did  gladly  and  voluntarily,  be- 


cause he  said  it  was  the  meaning  of  the 
gospel.  He  is  now  a member  of  the 
Church. 

“A  blind  beggar  came  to  the  dispen- 
sary at  Do  Sing,  and  Dr.  Jean  taught 
him  to  knit,  so  that  he  might  earn  his 
own  living.  Dr.  Kate  has  cared  for  him 
since  Dr.  Jean  left  for  home,  and  lately 
he  has  begun  to  earn  his  living  by  mop- 
ping the  floors  in  the  hospital.  Miss 
Huston  has  taught  him  to  read  the  writ- 
ing for  the  blind,  and  he  is  attending 
some  of  the  classes  taught  by  Dr.  Bobb- 
He  is  very  earnest  in  talking  the  doc- 
trine to  the  patients  in  the  hospital.  So 
we  see  a beggar  changed  to  an  honest 
laborer,  and  a parasite  to  a preacher  of 
the  gospel.” 

Bead  an  extract  from  a personal  letter 
from  Mrs.  Julius  A.  Kempf : 

There  are  great  opportunities  in  China 
to-day  for  the  gospel.  Some  of  us  have 
been  going  out  Sabbath  afternoons  with 
some  of  the  Chinese.  We  find  the  people 
very  willing  to  receive  us  into  their  homes. 
Some  talk  the  doctrine,  some  of  us  teach 
the  children  verses  of  Scripture,  and  the 
Commandments,  and  very  often  the  peo- 
ple of  the  house  where  we  go  will  ask  us 
io  hold  a meeting — that  is,  to  sing,  pray 
and  read  and  talk  the  doctrine.  We  have 
had  people  meet  us  on  the  road  and  ask  us 
to  go  to  their  house.  This  is  indeed  an  ad- 
vanced step,  for  when  we  first  came  out 
it  was  hard  to  find  houses  to  go  to.  We 
encourage  the  Chinese  themselves  to  do 
as  much  of  this  kind  of  work  as  possible. 

Both  the  boys5  and  girls5  schools  have 
received  man}7  new  pupils  this  year,  most 
of  whom  come  from  heathen  homes,  and 
Dr.  Bobb  has  a very  encouraging  training 
class. 

To  me  it  seems  that  we  should  be  ear- 
nest in  our  prayers  that  the  young  men 
at  home  who  have  prepared  themselves 
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for  the  work  of  the  gospel  would  hear  the  tunities  are  greater,  the  workers  are 
call  to  consecrate  themselves  to  the  Lord’s  fewer, 
work.  For  just  now,  when  the  oppor- 

AT  HOME. 


Colorado,  Denver. — The  L.  M.  Society 
of  Denver  Congregation  has  held  eleven 
meetings  during  the  year,  with  an  aver- 
age attendance  of  ten.  Our  October  meet- 
ing was  dispensed  with  that  we  might 
attend  the  “Billy  Sunday”  meeting.  We 
have  lost  three  members  during  the  year 
and  gained  one.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
year  we  sewed  for  the  Visiting  Nurses’ 
Association  of  the  City.  Our  study  for 
the  year  has  been  the  book  entitled 
“China’s  New  Day.”  We  hope  to  take  up 
Dr.  Balph’s  book  this  coming  year,  and 
trust  we  will  learn  much  about  our  own 
missions.  Although  few  in  number,  we 
are  trying  to  do  our  part  in  the  work  of 
our  Master,  and  we  pray  for  His  blessing 


on  our  feeble  effort. 

Treasurer's  Report. 

Receipts. 

Balance  on  hand  $2.87 

Dues  collected  for  the  year 25.30 

Donations  36.48 

Money  collected  for  quilt,  now  on 

hand 7.45 


$72.10 

Disbursements. 

Donation  to  Rev.  A.  I.  Robb $5.00 

Toward  expense  of  congregation . . 15.00 
Sent  to  Chinese  Mission  for  edu- 
cation of  girl 25.00 

Miscellaneous  _ 11.92 


$56 . 92 

Balance  on  hand  $15.18 

(Mrs.)  E.  F.  Mitcpielu,  Treas. 


749  So.  Grant  St .,  Denver,  Colo., 
April  19,  1915. 


Kansas,  Winchester. — Our  L.  M.  Soci- 
ety wish  to  testify  to  the  Christian  char- 
acter and  faithfulness  of  Mrs.  Janet 
White  Cathcart,  who  departed  this  life 
Feb.  15,  1915.  She  was  the  wife  of  the 
late  Elder  Robert  B.  Cathcart,  who  went 
to  his  heavenly  home  several  years  ago. 
She  was  a charter  member  of  this  congre- 
gation, a woman  of  strong  Christian  char- 
acter and  had  a fervent  love  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  Church.  Though  she  endured 
many  years  of  suffering,  she  was  greatly 
sustained  by  her  heavenly  Father,  in 
whom  she  had  strong  faith  and  desire  to 
serve.  She  leaves  four  sons  and  three 
daughters,  who  mourn  their  loss,  which  is 
her  eternal  gain.  Committee. 

Missouri,  Kansas  City. — The  Ladies’ 

Missionary  Society  of  Kansas  City  Con- 
gregation has  held  eleven  regular  meet- 
ings during  the  year,  with  an  average  at- 
tendance of  ten.  Nine  were  all-day  meet- 
ings. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  filling 
orders  for  work,  sewing  for  Swope  Set- 
tlement and  the  Mission  box.  We  have 
given  three  days  to  Swope  Settlement,  be- 
sides other  charitable  work,  and  sent  a 
box  to  the  Southern  Mission  valued  at 
$15.  Mrs.  Margaret  Ewing  made  and 
presented  a quilt  to  the  society. 

The  receipts  for  the  year  are  $126.25. 
We  have  given  $50  to  pastor’s  salary,  $48 
to  City  Mission  work.  Our  birthday  offer- 
ing of  $5.73  was  given  to  Dr.  John  Peo- 
ples for  his  hospital  at  Mersina,  Turkey. 

The  study  of  “The  Child  in  the  Midst,” 
letters  from  missionaries,  the  presence 
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and  addresses  of  Rev.  Willson  and  Miss 
French  of  Mersina,  Turkey,  have  renewed 
our  interest  in  the  Missions  of  the  World. 

On  Sept.  4,  1914,  twelve  of  our  mem- 
bers met  with  the  Olathe,  Kans.,  Ladies* 
Missionary  Society,  in  honor  of  their  an- 
niversary. Miss  Mary  E.  Boyd,  Mrs.  D. 
M.  Dodds  and  Miss  Vida  Cathcart  repre- 
sented our  society  on  the  program. 

The  “Angel  of  Death**  has  claimed 
three  of  our  members — Miss  Agnes  Jane 
Wylie,  Mrs.  David  Henderson  and  Mrs. 
Thomas  Weir.  Our  appreciation  of  their 
beautiful  lives  and  efforts  is  recorded  in 
the  tributes  on  their  death,  reported  by 
the  committee  appointed  to  that  duty  and 
inscribed  on  the  minutes.  We  miss  these 
dear  ones,  but  “to  live  in  hearts  we  leave 
behind  is  not  to  die.** 

We  cannot  express  our  thankfulness  to 
our  heavenly  Father  for  the  many  bless- 
ings enjoyed  during  the  year.  May  our 
work  be  acceptable  unto  Him.  Sec’y. 


Receipts. 

April  1,  1914,  balance...  $8.19 

Dues  $45.70 

City  Mission  work 33.00 

Aprons  sold  3.70 

Special  for  Aged  People’s 

Home 35 

Donations  ^ . 13.50 

Church  table 8.75 

Sewing  machine 3.00 

Flowers  5.50 

Check  for  pastor’s  salary.  4.56 


Disbursements. 

Pastor’s  salary  $50.00 

City  Mission  work 48.00 

Birthday  offering 5.69 

Material  bought 1.85 

Aged  People’s  Home....  1.00 

Flowers  7.50 

Table  for  Church 11.25 

Express  for  Selma 95 

126.24 


April  1,  1915,  balance  on  hand.  . $.01 

Value  of  box  to  Southern  Mission,  $15.00 
(Mas.)  J.  W.  Lowe,  Treas. 

Ohio,  Huntsville. — Mrs.  Eliza  Cassidy 
Nelson,  on  the  death  of  her  husband, 
Thomas  Nelson,  an  elder  in  our  Belle 
Center  Congregation,  left  for  a visit  with 
her  mother  in  Ireland,  March,  1911.  The 
following  December  she  received  the  sum- 
mons to  go  to  her  Father’s  home  in  the 
“better  country.”  Mrs.  Nelson  was  a use- 
ful member  in  the  church  and  commun- 
ity. She  possessed  intellectual  gifts  of  a 
high  order,  which  she  consecrated  to  the 
service  of  her  Master.  She  bequeathed 
$100  to  the  Belle  Center  Congregation, 
$500  to  the  Syrian  Mission,  and  $500  to 
the  Mission  in  China. 

“Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the 
Lord  from  henceforth;  yea,  saitli  the 
Spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from  their 
labors,  and  their  works  do  follow  them.” 
— Contributed. 


$126.25 


Koreans  are  using  Sabbath  schools  as  an  evangelistic  agency  in  a novel  way.  They 
have  formed  Sabbath  schools  exclusively  for  non- Christians.  So  successful  have  they 
been  that  the  parents  are  coming  to  the  missionaries  and  speaking  appreciatively  of  the 
work  being  done  for  their  children,  and  inquiring  of  “The  Way”  for  themselves.  Rev. 
C.  T.  Collyer,  Treasurer  of  the  Korea  Sabbath  School  Association,  writes  concerning 
this  work : “To  me  the  most  interesting  feature  of  it  is  that  it  is  not  directly  any 
missionary’s  work.  We  have  given  the  idea  and  the  inspiration  to  the  natives,  and 
they  are  doing  the  work.  We  want  to  multiply  this  kind  of  activity  all  through  our 
territory.” — Sunday  School  News. 
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JEWISH  MISSION. 

When  we  started  our  work  one  and  a 
half  years  ago,  onr  Mission  was  the  only 
special  Christian  work  done  among  the 
Jews  in  this  city. 

About  a month  after  onr  work  opened 
another  mission  started  at  703  N.  Eighth 
Street.  This  is  an  independent  work, 
and  the  superintendent  is  a German  who 
had  worked  among  the  Jews  with  Dr. 
Chalmers  in  Brooklyn.  He  speaks  Ger- 
man well  and  also  some  Jewish. 

The  latest  and  largest  work  among  the 
Jews  is  that  opened  by  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Eighth  and  Wolf  Streets,  which 
is  2300  South.  They  had  a church  build- 
ing here,  but  the  old  congregation  has 
nearly  all  moved  away.  The  Rev.  H.  L. 
Helleyer,  a Hebrew  Christian  and  a grad- 
uate of  Princeton  Seminary,  is  in  charge 
of  the  work.  He  has  four  paid  helpers 
and  a number  of  volunteers.  They  have 
a very  fine  plant  and  Mr.  Helleyer  has  all 
the  natural  qualifications  for  such  work. 
He  was  born  in  Russia,  and  was  brought 
to  Jesus  Christ  in  Scotland.  The  story 
of  his  life  and  conversion  is  told  in  “From 
the  Rabbi  to  Christ.”  After  he  gradu- 
ated from  Princeton  Seminary,  he  made 
a tour  of  all  the  Jewish  missions  in  the 
world,  and  spent  some  time  in  the  Rus- 
sian Pale. 

These  two  missions  are  among  the  bet- 
ter class  of  Jews,  those  who  own  their 
own  homes.  Our  Mission  is  right  in  the 
Ghetto,  and  is  a tenement  district.  All 
the  new  Jews  who  have  no  friends  to 
help  them  come  to  our  district. 

The  three  missions  are  all  far  enough 
apart  to  have  different  parishes,  although 
some  go  back  and  forth.  The  mission- 
aries are  all  seeking  to  work  in  harmony 


and  co-operation.  We  have  a monthly 
prayer  meeting  and  conference  which  is 
proving  interesting  and  helpful.  It 
meets  in  the  different  missions  in  rota- 
tion. 

We  have  been  having  the  best  attend- 
ance this  winter  of  any  time  since  we 
opened.  There  has  been  a great  deal  ot 
suffering  and  physical  need,  and  thanks 
to  the  friends  of  the  work,  we  have  been 
enabled  to  help  quite  a large  number  of 
homes.  This  has  helped  to  increase  our 
attendance.  We  hope  that  the  seed  sown 
will  bring  forth  fruit.  The  greatest  phy- 
sical need  is  that  they  may  get  some 
honest  work,  so  that  they  can  help  them- 
selves. It  is  very  hard  to  secure  work 
for  anyone.  The  labor  market  is  over- 
flowing. We  are  praying  that  some  way 
will  open  up  for  many  of  these  poor 
people. 

Miss  Forsyth  has  a MothePs  Meeting 
every  Tuesday,  which  is  attended  by  eight 
or  ten  mothers.  They  are  taught  the 
Bible,  and  they  spend  half  an  hour  in 
sewing.  When  the  mothers  come  the  chil- 
dren can  come  without  fear.  This*  and  a 
kindergarten  conducted  by  Mrs.  Hunter 
Limerick,  Jr.,  are  new  departments  of 
work  this  year. 

We  have  audiences  of  from  16  to  50  at 
our  preaching  services  on  Friday  and 
Sabbath  nights.  These  are  almost  all 
grown  up  Jews.  We  have  a number  who 
have  confessed  their  belief  in  J esus  Christ 
and  we  may  baptize  some  in  the  near 
future.  In  one  Italian  family  the  father, 
mother  and  oldest  girl  have  professed 
their  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  We  have  three 
homes  where  they  have  joined  the  Family 
Altar  League,  and  we  hope  many  others 
will  do  so. 

There  is  a man  who  is  a German,  and 
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who  with  his  wife  came  to  our  meetings. 
They  both  understand  Jewish  well.  He 
was  a bartender.  He  gave  his  heart  to 
the  Lord.  We  persuaded  him  that  sell- 
ing whiskey  and  serving  the  Lord  did  not 
go  together.  He  was  talking  about  Jesus 
to  those  who  came  in  to  drinks  and  the 
saloon-keeper  told  him  that  would  not  do. 
He  gave  up  the  business  and  started  a 
little  shoe  repair  shop  and  is  doing  well. 
He  is  very  happy,  and  has  much  better 
health  and  is  praising  the  Lord  each  day 
for  His  goodness  to  him.  His  wife  and 
he  have  joined  an  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church,  where  the  services  are  conducted 
in  German.  He  comes  still  to  the  Mission 
once  or  twice  a week,  and  last  week  he 
brought  his  pastor  with  him. 

We  are  very  thankful  to  the  many 
friends  who  are  praying  for  the  work  and 
who  have  helped  us  during  the  year  'frith 
their  means.  We  will  be  glad  if  the  Lord 
opens  up  the  way,  so  that  we  can  have 
more  room  for  our  work.  The  children 
often  crowd  the  building,  and  we  have  not 
the  accommodations  for  other  work  that 
we  would  like  to  do.  We  do  know,  how- 
ever, that  we  will  get  all  we  can  use  to 
good  advantage.  The  Lord  never  keeps 
His  workmen  idle  for  lack  of  material. 
Our  greatest  problem,  after  all,  is  in  our- 
selves. We  ask  your  prayers  that  we  may 
let  the  Lord  use  us  as  He  desires. 

R.  A.  Blair. 

A REAL  REVOLUTION  IN  CHINA  * 

Willard  Price. 

Before  me  lie  three  of  the  most  remark- 
able letters  I have  ever  seen.  They  tell 
of  a revolution  in  China. — a revolution 
compared  with  which  the  political  somer- 
sault of  a few  years  ago  is  of  minor  sig- 
nificance. 

*This  remarkable  paper  came  to  us 
through  the  mails  a few  weeks  ago , and  it 
is  a pleasure  to  share  it  with  our  readers. 


One  of  the  most  important  events  in  all 
the  four-thousand-year  history  of  China 
has  occurred  during  the  past  twelve- 
month. 

It  is  simply  this : 

Seven  thousand  of  the  men  who  rule 
China— high  officials,  merchants  and  lit- 
erati, who  hold  the  destiny  of  the  Re- 
public in  their  hands — have  entered  Chris- 
tian Bible  classes! 

WILL  CHINA  BECOME  A CHRISTIAN  REPUBLIC 
WITHIN  TWENTY=FIVE  YEARS? 

As  the  leaders  of  a nation  go,  so  will  go 
the  nation.  It  is  by  no  means  impossible 
that  twenty-five  years  from  now  China 
will  be  practically  a Christian  nation! 
Fourteen  years  ago — yes,  even  four  years 
ago — Christian  leaders  would  have  scoffed 
at  such  a prophecy.  To-day  the  more  far- 
visioned  of  those  leaders  hope  for  such  an 
outcome.  And  if  China  does  become 
Christian  within  a short  quarter  century 
it  will  be  largely  because  seven  thousand 
of  the  men  whose  influence  and  example 
dominate  the  thought  and  action  of  China 
have  this  year  turned  to  Christianity. 

When  Fletcher  S.  Brockman  went  to 
China  he  said : “If  I can  win  one  or  two 
of  these  exclusive  men  of  the  literati  class 
in  my  life  of  service  out  here,  I shall  be 
satisfied.” 

That  was  only  fifteen  years  ago.  And 
this  year,  seven  thousand ! 

Who  did  it?  Many  people  had  a part 
in  it,  and  rich  credit  must  be  granted  to 
the  men  who  through  the  years  have  been 
preparing  China  for  this  forward  step. 
But  the  man  who  this  year  led  the  thing 
to  accomplishment  was  Sherwood  Eddy. 
And  the  letters  before  me  are  copies  of 
personal  letters  written  in  China  by  Sher- 
wood Eddy  to  his  brother,  Brewer  Eddy, 
in  Boston. 

Read  with  me  a few  excerpts  from  these 
letters;  and  note  the  changed  attitude  of 
Chinese  officialdom  toward  Christianity. 
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HOW  TWO  THOUSAND  OF  THE  OFFICIALS  AND 
STUDENTS  OF  PEKING  BECAME 
CHRISTIAN  INQUIRERS. 

On  the  Yangtze,  China, 
October  1,  1914. 

Dear  Brewer: 

President  Yuan  Shi  Kai  received 

us  in  Peking,  and  expressed  deep  in- 
terest in  the  meetings.  The  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Eepublic,  General  Li  Yuan 
Hung,  whom  I had  known  last  year  as 
Governor  at  Wuchang,  gave  us  a special 
luncheon  and  requested  us  to  address  his 
family  and  guests.  The  sympathetic  and 
cordial  co-operation  of  the  officials  and 
students  was  in  striking  contrast  to  their 
attitude  to  the  gospel  in  the  bloody  perse- 
cution of  1900. 

The  Ministry  of  the  Interior,  at  their 
own  suggestion,  granted  us  a site  for  a 
pavilion  for  the  evangelistic  meetings 
within  the  Forbidden  City  itself.  It  is 
the  first  time  in  history  that  Christian 
meetings  have  been  allowed  within  this 
sacred  precinct.  - - - This  pavilion  was 
just  in  front  of  the  Imperial  Palace, 
where  to-day  resides  the  little  boy  Em- 
peror, who  abdicated  the  Manchu  throne, 
and  where  the  Dowager-Empress  ruled 
with  an  iron  hand  from  this  Forbidden 
City  and  guided  the  Boxer  uprising  to  its 
terrible  conclusion. 

While  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  gave 
us  the  site,  the  Ministry  of  War  granted 
two  hundred  tents  from  the  army  to  make 
the  pavilion  rainproof.  The  Minister  of 
Education  granted  a half  holiday  to  all 
the  government  students  in  Peking  to 
enable  them  to  attend  the  opening  meet- 
ing. The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs 
sent  his  representative  to  the  meeting  in 
person. 

On  the  opening  day  four  thousand  stu- 
dents crowded  the  hail  and  listened  with 
earnest  attention.  They  interrupted  al- 
most every  paragraph  with  enthusiastic 


applause.  After  hard  hitting  on  moral 
issues,  however,  the  audience  on  the  sec- 
ond day  was  reduced  to  a little  less  than 
three  thousand,  as  wo  spoke  on  the  sins 
which  are  undermining  China’s  individual 
and  national  life.  On  the  third  night  we 
spoke  for  over  an  hour  on  Jesus  Christ, 
the  only  hope  of  China. 

More  than  a thousand  men  signed  cards 
as  inquirers  to  join  Bible  classes  from 
more  than  a score  of  colleges  in  the  city. 
The  next  day  at  a meeting  of  1,500  school- 
boys, some  500  more  indicated  their  desire 
to  join  Bible  classes.  A meeting  was  also 
held  in  another  part,  of  the  city  attended 
by  1,700  of  the  gentry  and  business  men, 
and  the  Board  of  Trade  asked  for  three 
hundred  reserved  seats  at  this  meeting. 
Three  hundred  and  fifty  of  these  men 
indicated  their  desire  to  join  Bible  classes. 

Although  twenty  thousand  men  had  at- 
tended Professor  Bobertson’s  science  lec- 
tures the  week  before,  hundreds  of  these 
men  were  refused  tickets  for  the  evangel- 
istic meetings,  as  only  a picked  audience 
of  students  and  officials  was  admitted. 

In  all,  more  than  two  thousand  in- 
quirers expressed  their  desire  to  study  the 
Bible  in  classes- 

The  response  of  the  officials  and  leaders 
of  China  was  most  notable  here  in  the 
capital  city,  which  has  long  been  the  most 
conservative  center  of  China. 

At  one  meeting  held  for  inquirers  who 
wTere  deemed  near  the  point  of  decision 
for  the  Christian  life,  I recognized  one 
former  governor,  two  generals,  a private 
secretary  to  the  President,  the  director  of 
China’s  national  bank,  prominent  officials, 
a.  young  non-Christian  philanthropist  who 
has  given  this  year  $12,000  to  Christian 
vrork,  who  is  providing  free  education  for 
several  students  and  distributing  the  Bible 
to  hundreds  in  the  capital. 

Probably  in  no  other  country  in  the 
w'orla  to-day  are  the  officials  so  accessible 
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to  Christianity  as  in  China. 

I am  writing  on  the  train  as  we  are 
speeding  on  our  way  to  distant  Hunan, 
where  we  are  expecting  an  even  greater 
response  to  the  gospel  in  a province  for 
which  Pitkin  and  I used  often  to  pray  to- 
gether, which  contained  at  that  time  not 
a single  missionary  or  Christian  worker. 
Truly,  the  days  of  miracles  have  not 
passed,  and  we  shall  see  “greater  things 
than  these.” 

Very  sincerely  yours, 
(Signed)  G-.  S.  Eddy. 

Mr.  Eddy  speaks  of  being  on  his  way 
to  Hunan,  which  not  many  years  ago  con- 
tained “not  a single  missionary  or  Chris- 
tian worker.”  Times  have  changed  in 
“distant  Hunan.”  Read  the  next  letter. 

HOW  THE  MOST  BIGOTED  PROVINCE  IN  CHINA 
CAPITULATED  TO  THE  GOSPEL. 

On  the  Yangtze,  China, 
October  5,  1914. 

My  Dear  Brewer: 

We  are  on  an  inland  tributary  of  the 
broad  Yangtze  leaving  Changsha,  the  seat 
of  the  Yale  Mission  in  far  Hunan.  Al- 
most too  tired  for  thought,  we  are  trying 
to  unravel  the  overwhelming  impressions 
of  three  crowded  days,  after  facing  stu- 
dent audiences  of  over  three  thousand  a 
day,  with  a thousand  Confucian  students 
desiring  to  join  Bible  classes  as  inquirers, 
here  in  the  capital  of  a province  that  was 
long  the  most  bigoted  in  China. 

Even  as  late  as  1910,  four  short  years 
ago,  in  the  Changsha  riots,  the  foreigners 
had  to  flee  for  their  lives,  their  churches 
were  burned  and  only  the  Yale  Mission 
was  preserved  through  the  friendship  of 
the  first  man  operated  upon  in  the  hos- 
pital, whose  life  had  been  saved  by  Dr. 
Hume. 

What  a contrast  to-day ! Hear  the 
Confucian  temple  we  are  entering  a great 
pavilion  erected  for  the  meetings  in  the 
grounds  given  by  the  Governor  himself. 


Three  thousand  students  have  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  meeting  by  ticket,  the  Gov- 
ernor’s band  is  in  attendance,  and  his 
hearty  message  of  greeting  in  approval 
of  the  meetings  is  being  read  to  the  stu- 
dents by  the  leading  government  college 
president,  who  is  in  the  chair.  At  the 
close  of  the  meeting,  the  Governor’s  band 
played  “God  be  with  you  till  we  meet 
again !” 

We  came  to  the  city  in  answer  to  a tele- 
gram from  fifteen  Confucian  principals  of 
schools  and  colleges  inviting  us  to  address 
their  students.  The  editors  of  the  news- 
papers also  have  co-operated,  and  opened 
the  columns  of  the  press  to  extend  the 
message  of  the  meetings.  Seven  hundred 
women  students  attended  special  meet- 
ings for  women.  Here  in  this  long  bigot- 
ed and  isolated  capital  are  to-day  over 
eight  thousand  modern  students  in  more 
than  thirty  institutions  patterned  after 
the  models  of  Western  civilization. 

TWO  OR  THREE  LIVES  LAID  DOWN  IN  1900-A 
THOUSAND  LIVES  TAKEN  UP  IN  1914. 

A GOOD  BARGAIN? 

I shall  never  forget  the  scene  on  the  sec- 
ond day.  After  hard  hitting  on  the 
bribery,  graft  and  dishonesty  of  the  offi- 
cials and  merchants,  and  the  immorality 
of  students,  as  the  cause  of  China’s  pres- 
ent weakness,  we  had  expected  a falling 
off  in  the  attendance.  Yearly  half  an 
hour  before  the  time  of  the  lecture,  how- 
ever, the  doors  had  to  be  closed.  We  found 
over  three  thousand  students  crowded  in 
the  hall,  and  five  hundred  were  gathered 
outside  in  an  overflow  meeting  addressed 
by  one  of  the  missionaries. 

As  we  went  on  to  speak  of  Christ  and 
the  meaning  of  His  cross  and  sacrifice " 
there  were  tears  in  the  students’  eyes  when 
we  spoke  of  the  martyrs  of  1900  who  had 
laid  down  their  lives  for  China.  Finally, 
we  asked  how  many  men  in  dead  earnest 
were  ready  to  join  Bible  classes  to  make 
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an  earnest  study  of  the  four  gospels  with 
open  mind  and  honest  heart.  Over  a 
thousand  Confucian  students  signed  cards 
as  inquirers,  and  remained  to  an  after- 
meeting. — 

From  the  Yale  meeting  we  hastened  to 
the  Governor’s  yamen  to  speak  at  his  in- 
vitation before  his  staff  and  the  leading 
officials  of  the  province  on  what  Chris- 
tianity could  do  for  China.  The  officials, 
gentry,  leaders  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
of  Education  also  gave  us  a reception,  and 
requested  us  to  address  them  at  another 

meeting. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)  G.  S.  Eddy. 

HOW  THE  RULER  OF  SIX  MILLION  PEOPLE  BE- 
CAME PUBLICITY  AGENT  FOR  A CHRIS- 
TIAN  PREACHER. 

So  the  party  went  on  from  city  to  city.  . 
Everywhere  the  same  remarkable  recep- 
tion and  rousing  results. 

An  amusing  and  significant  incident 
occurred  at  Amoy,  Fukien  Province. 
Pending  Eddy’s  arrival,  the  man  in  charge 
of  local  preparations,  Rev.  A.  L.  Wam- 
shuis,  racked  his  brain  to  think  of  some 
way  of  approaching  the  Tao-tai  or  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of  the  Province  to  se- 
cure his  endorsement  of  the  meetings. 
The  Tao-tai  was  a man  of  tremendous  in- 
fluence. The  six  million  people  of  his 
southern  section  of  the  Province  vener- 
ated his  word  as  gospel.  His  endorsement 
would  spell  success  for  the  campaign  in 
Amoy. 

While  Warnshuis  was  debating  and  fret- 
ting, the  remarkable  happened  (as  usual) 
and  the  Tao-tai  himself  came  to  the  mis- 
sionary. 

“I  have  heard  of  your  intended  meet- 
ings,” he  said.  “They  are  just  what  Amoy 
needs.  What  can  I do  to  help?” 

Warnshuis  caught  his  breath  and  sum- 
moned all  his  wits.  He  replied,  with 
some  hesitation:  “We  need  a good  site 


for  the  tabernacle.” 

“That  shall  be  arranged  at  once,”  re- 
plied the  Tao-tai,  and  he  promised  a site 
in  the  very  heart  of  the  town  in  the  most 
advantageous  position.  “Is  there  any- 
thing else  I can  do  ?” 

Then  Warnshuis  made  a request  that 
would  quite  probably  have  cost  his  head 
if  the  year  had  been  1900  instead  of  1914. 

“It  would  help  greatly,”  he  suggested, 
“if  you  should  issue  an  official  procla- 
mation announcing  the  meetings,  and  cir- 
culate it  throughout  the  province!” 

“Gladly!”  returned  the  official.  And 
thus  the  overlord  of  six  million  people  be- 
came publicity  agent  for  a Christian 
preacher ! “What  else  ?” 

Mr.  Warnshuis  thought.  “I  am  sure 
Mr.  Eddy  would  appreciate  it,”  he  said, 
“if  you  would  take  the  chair  at  the  first 
meeting.” 

“I  should  like  nothing  better.  What 
else  ?” 

Mr.  Warnshuis  mentioned  other  impor- 
tant services  which  the  Tao-tai  might 
render.  Each  time  came  the  insistent 
question,  “What  else?” 

Finally  the  missionary  threw  up  his 
hands  in  despair. 

“You’ve  beat  me !”  he  confessed.  “You 
are  willing  to  do  more  things  than  I feel 
I can  ask.” 

WHERE  YOU  HAVE  TO  MAKE  OUT  A WRITTEN 
APPLICATION  TO  BE  ALLOWED  TO  GO 
TO  CHURCH ! 

Then  the  Eddy  party  came  to  Amoy, 
and  this  is  the  way  Sherwood  Eddy  de- 
scribes what  took  place: 

Hongkong,  Nov.  9,  1914. 
My  Dear  Brewer: 

As  soon  as  we  arrived  in  the  city  the 
Tao-tai,  or  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the 
southern  part  of  the  province,  tendered  us 
a reception,  which  was  the  first  function 
to  be  held  in  the  new  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce Building. No  tickets  for  the 
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meetings  in  Amoy  were  distributed  be- 
cause the  demand  was  so  great.  They  were 
restricted  to  the  leaders  of  the  community, 
especially  the  officials,  business  men  and 
gentry. 

In  order  to  gain  admission  to  the  meet- 
ings a man  had  to  come  to  the  Y.  M.  C. 
A.  Building  in  person  and  write  out  an 
application  for  tickets. 

A luncheon  was  given  us  as  soon  as  we 
arrived  in  the  city  by  the  leading  officials. 
At  this  luncheon  addresses  of  welcome 
were  given  us  by  the  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  the 
representatives  of  the  gentry,  the  officials, 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  educators 

of  the  city  and  the  American  Consul. 

Following  this  luncheon,  a special  meet- 
ing of  the  officials  of  the  city  was  held, 
attended  by  about  eighty  of  the  leading 
men. 

On  the  opening  day  of  the  public  meet- 
ings mofe  than  five  thousand  filled  the 
mat  shed  which  had  been  temporarily 
erected  in  an  open  square  of  the  city,  and 
several  hundred  were  turned  away. 

THREE  THOUSAND  MEN  SITTING  IN  THE  RAIN 
FOR  AN  HOUR-TO  HEAR  A SERMON. 

The  attendance  on  the  second  night, 
however,  was  even  more  remarkable. . It 
was  raining,  and  I was  expecting  that  the 
meeting  would  be  postponed,  as  Chinese 
do  not  come  out  in  their  silk  garments 
and  cloth  shoes  on  a rainy  night.  While 
taking  supper  I received  a note  that  the 
hall  was  rapidly  filling,  and  I hastened 
through  the  streets  to  the  place. 

Here  was  a strange  spectacle.  Men  had 
taken  off  their  under-garments  to  wipe  off 
the  wet  seats  and  sit  upon  these  garments. 
The  rain  kept  coming  through  the  porous 
mat  shed,  but  in  spite  of  this  fact  over 
three  thousand  men  sat  for  an  hour  as  we 
spoke  upon  sin,  endeavoring  to  drive  home 
conviction  on  dishonesty,  gambling  and 
impurity,  which  are  the  besetting  sins  of 


the  city.  On  the  third  night  more  than 
four  thousand  men  came  to  the  meeting, 
twice  filling  ffhe  hall.  When  it  was  asked 
how  many  were  ready  to  become  honest 
inquirers  to  join  Bible  classes,  promising 
to  attend  a class  every  week,  in  spite  of 
the  warning  that  it  might  mean  opposi- 
tion, if  not  persecution,  some  twelve  hun- 
dred non- Christian  men  gave  in  their 
names  as  desiring  to  join  these  classes. 
Side  by  side  there  were  millionaires,  stu- 
dents, officials  and  business  men,  who  gave 

in  their  names  as  inquirers. 

Your  loving  brother, 

Sherwood. 

A CHINESE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  WHO  TURNED 
EVANGELIST. 

So  Eddy  went  on  through  thirteen 
cities.  Then  the  inevitable  happened.  He 
broke  down.  Immediately,  Mr.  Wen  Shih- 
Tsen,  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs 
and  Secretary  of  State  for  Chekiang 
Province,  who  became  a Christian  during 
the  meetings  in  Hangchow,  stepped  into 
Eddy’s  shoes  and  finished  the  campaign 
with  notable  success. 

The  result  of  it  all  is  that  the  churches 
of  all  denominations  in  the  trail  of  the 
Eddy  campaign  are  now  busily  engaged 
following  up  and  caring  for  these  thous- 
ands of  inquirers,  with  a view  to  prepar- 
ing them  for  church  membership.  In 
Peking  • alone  the  twelve  Christian 
churches  have  1,917  new  adherents  to 
care  for.  The  churches  in  this  city  are 
filled  to  overflowing,  and  one  church  at 
least  has  had  to  enlarge  its  quarters.  Nor 
did  the  movement  stop  with  Eddy’s  de- 
parture. Every  Sabbath  from,  fifty  to  one 
hundred  new  men  join  the  classes  where 
Christianity  is  critically  studied. 

CHINA’S  LEADERS  BECOMING  CHRISTIAN  TO- 
DAY-CHINA’S MILLIONS  TO=MORROW. 

The  whole  tone  of  the  churches  has 
changed  because  of  the  attendance  of 
large  numbers  of  students  and  public  men 
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who  had  never  come  to  church  before. 
Their  scholastic  qualities  will  add  much 
to  the  personality  of  the  Church.  But 
most  powerful  of  all  will  be  their  example. 
With  thousands  of  the  intellectual  lead- 
ers of  China  aligning  themselves  with 
Christianity,  with  President  Yuan’s  sons 
and  nieces  studying  in  mission  schools, 
with  his  private  secretary  participating 
in  evangelistic  campaigns,  and  his  gov- 
ernors and  other  high  officials  presiding 
at  Christian  meetings  and  leading  Bible 
classes — with  such  an  example  as  this  set 
before  the  millions  of  China,  it  may  hap- 
pen that  within  the  lifetime  of  all  but 
the  oldest  of  us,  China  will  be  known  as  a 
Christian  republic  and — East  will  meet 
West. 

But  that  is  not  all!  The  religious 
awakening  is  seen  not  only  in  the  Eddy 
campaign,  nor  in  China  alone.  A world- 
wide revival  is  in  progress. 

The  movement  which  I have  just 
sketched  was  a union  movement  of  the 
Protestant  denominations  under  the  lead- 
ership of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  But  our  Meth- 
odist Church  alone  has  also  had  notable 
success  during  the  past  year.  Take  Hin- 
ghwa,  for  example.  The  tide  has  turned 
in  this  long  reluctant  city,  and  over 
eleven  thousand  inquirers  have  come  to 
the  church  during  the  past  twelve  months. 
The  Christian  community  in  this  one 
year’s  time  has  increased  40  per  cent. ! 

JAPAN— WHERE  CONVERTS  OF  HIGH  POSITION 
ARE  TAKING  THE  PUBLIC  PLATFORM  IN 
BEHALF  OF  CHRISTIANITY. 

The  war  has  solemnized  the  world. 
Spiritual  need  has  been  forced  home  to 
the  minds  of  men  as  never  before.  In 
practically  all  the  non- Christian  lands 
great  numbers  are  now  turning  to  the 
Church. 

“There  is  a widespread  moving  toward 
Christ  throughout  Japan,”  writes  Igle- 
hart,  from  the  Aoyama  College  in  Tokio. 


“Present  world  conditions  give  pause  even 
to  the  usually  thoughtless  youth,”  and  he 
goes  on  to  tell  of  the  recent  conversion  of 
over  a hundred  students  in  this  college. 

An  evangelistic  campaign  is  now  sweep- 
ing Japan  with  striking  results.  Two  of 
the  converts  are  Mr.  Morioka,  who  is  a 
gentleman  of  great  talent  and  wealth, 
and  a lady  of  the  famous  Mitsui  fandly, 
one  of  the  leading  aristocratic  families  of 
Japan.  Both  of  these  prominent  con- 
verts have  joined  the  evangelistic  cam- 
paign, and  are  speaking  to  large  audi- 
ences in  behalf  of  Christianity. 

NOT  ONE  CHRISTIAN  SIX  YEARS  AGO  IN  TIRHOOT 
-FOUR  THOUSAND  TO-DAY! 

“Six  years  ago,”  writes  Bishop  F.  W. 
Warne,  “when  our  first  missionaries  went 
into  Tirhoot,  North  India,  they  could 
not  win  a single  individual.  In  contrast 
with  this,  to-day  w£  have  in  the  same  sec- 
tion over  four  thousand  Christians  and 
fully  ten  thousand  more  clamoring  for 
baptism.” 

This  dramatizes  the  situation  in  India. 
What  is  true  of  this  section  is  equally  true 
of  many  others.  Whole  villages  and  whole 
counties  are  turning  en  masse  to  Chris- 
tianity. 

A WORLD-WIDE  REVIVAL.  THE  CROWNING  OF 
KING  DAUDA  CHWA,  THE  FIRST  CHRIS- 
TIAN KING  OF  UGANDA. 

Big  advances  have  been  made  in  other 
lands.  There  is  the  remarkable  flocking 
to  the  churches  in  France  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war.  There  is  the  revival 
in  Bulgaria,  the  plan  for  closer  co-opera- 
tion of  denominations  working  in  Mexico, 
the  awakening  in  South  America  regard- 
ing which  Bishop  Stuntz  writes : 

“Never  in  the  history  of  the  evangeliza- 
tion of  this  continent  have  so  many  con- 
verts been  gathered  into  the  churches  as 
during  the  past  few  months.” 

And  away  down  in  Uganda — which 
now  has  twelve  hundred  churches  where 
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twenty-five  years  ago  there  was  but  one — 
the  coronation  of  the  new  king,  Dauda 
Chwa,  has  just  been  held,  with  Christian 
ceremonies  and  under  Christian  auspices, 
this  being  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
the  country  that  a Christian  king  has  been 
crowned  in  Uganda. 

A YEAR’S  FOREIGN  MISSION  MONEY  SHOT  AWAY 
IN  A DAY. 

Opportunities  have  never  been  so  press- 
ing. Needs  have  never  been  so  great. 
Money  has  never  been  shot  away  so  prod- 
igally as  in  the  present  war.  The  thirty- 
seven  million  dollars  spent  on  every  day’s 
fight  amounts  to  seven  million  dollars 
more  than  the  yearly  expenditure  of  all 
the  Foreign  Mission  Boards. 

“It  is  reported  that  eighty  million  dol- 
lars has  been  expended  in  the  purchase  of 
shrapnel-shells,”  writes  George  Heber 
Jones.  “It  is  said  that  under  the  con- 
ditions in  which  the  present  warfare  is 
being  waged,  this  amount  of  shrapnel  will 
supply  ammunition  for  forty  days  of  bat- 
tle. Each  shell  costs  twenty  dollars,  and 
if  accurately  placed  is  capable  of  destroy- 
ing a score  or  more  of  lives.  It  makes 
the  heart  of  the  Christian  almost  stop 
beating  in  pitiful  helplessness  when  over 
against  this  single  expenditure  of  eighty 
millions  of  dollars  for  destructive  pur- 
poses we  place  the  other  fact,  that  the 
cost  of  one  of  these  shells  will  provide 
food,  clothing,  shelter  and  Christian  in- 
struction for  an  entire  year  for  a boy  or 
girl  in  India  or  China.” 

THE  WORLD  PAUSES! 

The  world  pauses  in-  horror  at  the 
European  cataclysm.  The  world  turns 
toward  the  Infinite  for  reassurance.  The 
world  is  eager  for  the  spiritual  aid  which 
the  churches  of  America  alone  are  now 
in  a position  to  give.  All  the  other  Chris- 
tian nations,  which  might  ordinarily  dis- 
patch missionaries  to  take  advantage  of 
the  present  tremendous  opportunity,  are 


now  locked  in  a death  grip. 

The  responsibility  is  rolled  onto  the 
shoulders  of  young  America.  What  shall 
w e do  about  it  ? 

MINUTE  OF  FOREIGN  BOARD  * 

On  the  resignation  of  the  Bev.  B.  M. 
Sommerville,  D.D.,  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  the 
following  minute  was  adopted : 

When  a man  has  held  a responsible 
position  for  many  years,  and  at  his  own 
urgent  request,  because  of  less  vigorous 
strength,  asks  to  be  relieved  from  the  bur- 
dens of  the  office,  it  is  fitting  that  those 
with  whom  he  has  been  so  long  associated 
should  give  expression  of  their  high  ap- 
preciation of  his  long  and  faithful  service. 

Dr.  Sommerville  was  called  to  the  office 
of  Corresponding  Secretary  in  1879.  He 
has  therefore  for  thirty:six  years  stood  as 
the  executive  officer  of  the  Board.  Dur- 
ing these  long  years,  he  has  kept  in 
closest  touch  with  the  fields  abroad,  and 
with  the  Church  at  home.  With  con- 
scientious fidelity,  he  has  written  out  and 
transmitted  for  this  Board  volumes  and 
volumes  of  correspondence,  keeping  in 
touch,  not  with  the  fields  only,  but  with 
the  individual  missionaries.  This  meant 
much  in  exacting  labor  on  the  part  of 
the  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  it 
meant  much  in  conveying  comfort  and 
strength,  by  the  grace  of  God,  to  mis- 
sionaries often  sorely  tried  and  discour- 
aged. So  helpful  has  Dr.  Sommerville 
been  to  those  on  the  field,  by  his  kind 
words,  encouraging  counsel,  and  assur- 
ances of  the  prayers  of  the  people  of  God, 

* Minute  prepared  and  ordered  to  be 
published  in  Olive  Trees.  Hesitating  at 
first,  on  the  score  of  bad  taste , we  at  last 
decided  to  do  so,  because,  next  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Redeemer,  we  welcome  the 
esteem  of  good  men  and  desire  to  respect 
their  wishes. 
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that  it  is  not  remarkable  that  one  of  the 
oldest  on  the  field  should  write  of  him, 
“That  great,  good  man!”  We  who  have 
been  intimately  associated  with  Dr.  Som- 
merville  these  years  sincerely  approve  of 
the  sentiment  the  missionary  expressed. 
He  has  steadied  the  helm  in  many  trying 
times.  When  storms  arose,  he  saw  the 
sunshine  of  the  Masters  face  beyond  the 
storm,  and  held  straight  on  to  the  peace- 
ful waters  of  enlarged  opportunity.  He 
made  difficulties  stepping-stones  to  greater 
things.  During  the  thirty-six  years  Dr. 
Sommerville  has  been  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary, the  boundaries  of  the  fields  have 
so  enlarged  that  they  could  scarcely  be 
reckoned  the  same.  Without  mentioning 
the  many  stations  that  have  sprung  into 
life  in  the  Latakia  region,  Suadia  became 
a center  during  Dr.  Sommerville’s  official 
term.  Tarsus,  with  Mersina  as  the  prin- 
cipal base,  with  Tarsus,  Adana  and  other 
places  as  stations,  was  inaugurated  and 
carried  to  its  present  development  during 
Dr.  Sommerville’s  official  term.  In  China, 
with  Tak  Hing  as  the  first  base,  enlarging 
to  Do  Sing  and  Lo  Ting,  with  many  out- 
stations,  there  is  now  a flourishing  work, 
with  the  brightest  prospects — begun  and 
carried  forward  with  Dr.  Sommerville  as 
the  Board’s  chief  executive  officer.  In- 
deed, taking  the  size  of  the  denomination 
into  view,  it  is  doubtful  if  there  is  a cor- 
responding secretary  of  any  mission  board 
that  has  seen  such  expanding  mission 
work  as  has  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
of  our  Board ; and  not  a little  of  these  re- 
sults are  due,  under  Christ,  to  the  prayer- 
ful, earnest,  faithful,  persistent  labors  of 
Dr.  Sommerville.  He  brought  into  the 
work  a fine  literary,  cultured  mind;  a 
heart  in  love  with  Christ ; a deep  sense  of 
responsibility  for  the  heathen  world,  and 
a soul  burdened  with  the  message  which 
they  must  receive,  or  be  lost.  All  his 
strength  and  energy — yea,  and  money  also 


— were  put  into  the  work,  and  the  Lord 
has  blessed  his  labors. 

The  home  Church  knows  Dr.  Sommer- 
ville.  With  multiplied  and  exacting 
duties  as  a.  pastor,  not  many  congregations 
had  the  privilege  of  knowing  him  face  to 
face;  yet,  probably,  there  is  not  a min- 
ister in  the  denomination  so  well  known 
as  Dr.  Sommerville,  and  whose  words  are 
listened  to  with  such  earnest  attention  and 
appreciation. 

It  is  right,  therefore,  that  as  a Board 
we  should  spread  upon  our  minutes  our 
high  appreciation  of  our  Corresponding 
Secretary.  Personally,  he  is  a brother  be- 
loved ! As  a man,  the  noblest  type  of 
Christian  gentleman!  As  a worker,  an 
indefatigable  servant  of  the  Lord,  who,  all 
these  long  years,  spared  not  himself.  In 
all  conscientious  fidelity  he  fulfilled  the 
task  which  God  appointed  him ! 

It  is  the  exceeding  great  regret  of  the 
Board  that  weight  of  years  seems  to  make 
it  imperative  for  the  Board  to  heed  his 
oft-repeated  and  urgent  request  to  be  re- 
lieved of  the  office.  Reluctantly  the 
Board  acquiesces ; but  praying  at  the  same 
time  that  our  brother  may  be  long  spared 
to  assist  the  Board  with  his  helpful  and 
wise  counsel.  And  may  he  have  the  com- 
fort which  comes  from  duties  well  done 
and  from  service  faithfully  performed. 

“May  the  God  of  Peace,  that  brought 
again  from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jesus,  that 
great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep,  through  the 
blood  of  the  everlasting  covenant,  make 
you  perfect  in  every  good  work  to  do  His 
will,  working  in  you  that  which  is  well 
pleasing  in  His  sight,  through  Christ 
Jesus,  to  Whom  be  glory  forever  and  ever. 
Amen.” 

P.  M.  Foster, 

A.  A.  Samson, 

H.  O’Neill, 

Committee. 
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RELIGION  AND  THE  WAR  * 

During  the  past  few  days  I have  become 
familiar  with  a variety  of  single  inci- 
dents, from  which  number  I should  like  to 
select  a few  which  touch  upon  religion 
and  ethics: 

One  of  the  best  teachers  of  gymnastics 
in  Greater  Berlin,  who  as  an  officer’s  sub- 
stitute leads  a Germany  company  in 
Poland,  in  a letter  from  Teofilow 
(Poland),  dated  Jan.  23,  1915,  writes  the 
following : 

“Involuntarily  thoughts  turn  from  this 
world  into  the  regions  beyond. Spon- 

taneously one  finds  the  way  back  to  God, 
and  realizes  the  great  blessing  of  the 
Church.  - - - Sometimes,  when  we  were 
compelled  to  lie  still  in  the  firing  line 
under  a most  intense  shower  of  bullets, 
many  hands  are  folded  and  many  lips 
move  in  silent  prayer,  while  others  tell 
over  their  rosary.  Afterward  one  can  see 
the  expression  of  joyful  peace  on  all 
faces.” 

A young  candidate  for  the  ministry,  an 
under-officer  in  a pioneer  battalion  sta- 
tioned in  Cmiezew,  near  Lowicz,  in 
Poland,  writes  under  date  of  Feb.  10, 
1915: 

“I  believe  that  all  theologians  in  the 
field  have  become  more  ‘positive.’  We  do 
not  seek  ‘scientific  problems’  any  more  in 

the  New  Testament; we  seek  only  for 

comfort  and  encouragement.” 

Of  course,  after  peace  has  been  re- 
stored, the  young  and  zealous  theologian 
will  again  return  to  scientific  problems, 
but  the  profound  impression  received  in 
the  field  from  the  life-giving  forces  of 
the  sacred  Book  will  never  again  leave 
him. 

A student  of  theology,  now  a corporal 

* Incidents  selected  from  one  of  a series 
of  letters  sent  us  from  the  University  of 
Berlin  by  Dr.  Adolf  Deissmann. 


in  a battalion  of  chasseurs,  sends  the  fol- 
lowing message  from  the  trenches  in 
France  (his  lines  were  mailed  Feb.  4, 
1915)  : 

“All  of  us  who  are  out  here  in  the  front 
will  return  more  serious-minded  than  we 
were  before,  provided  that  God  permits 
us  to  live.” 

From  Flanders  I received  a letter  of 
Dec.  27,  1914,  written  by  a middle-aged 
business  man  from  this  city,  who  had  his 
quarters  with  us  before  he  left  for  the 
Western  frontier,  and  now  he  stands  as 
“Jager”  (chasseur)  in  the  field,  having 
gone  through  many  fights  on  the  war 
theater.  These  are  his  words: 

“In  this  serious  and  great  hour  every- 
one, be  he  in  the  front  or  at  home,  is 
shaken  through  and  through,  and  many 
again  find  the  thread  which  leads  them 
out  of  the  labyrinth  of  doubt,  unbelief 
and  worldly  pleasure  to  the  ideal  for- 
tunes of  life.  Wholesome  in  every  re- 
spect, this  terrible  war  will  be  for  us,  and 
a glorious  period  awaits  our  people.” 

Of  special  interest  is  a confession  with 
which  Prof.  Gerhard  von  Schulze-Gaver- 
nitz,  liberal  delegate  to  the  Reichstag, 
and  at  present  a volunteer  with  our  avi- 
ators, closes  his  pamphlet  on  the  freedom 
of  the  seas.  This  famous  teacher  of 
political  economy  at  the  University  of 
Freiburg,  and  at  the  same  time  one  of 
the  best-informed  scholars  on  English 
culture,  says: 

“Of  much  more  importance  than  out- 
ward glory  is  to  us  the  inner  effect  of  this 
European  conflict.  It  purges  the  Ger- 
man spirit  from  its  dross,  and  taking  our 
people  as  a whole,  will  burn  away  much 
that  is  decaying  and  foul.  This  test  leads 
each  one  of  us — from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest — to  come  to  one’s  self  and  to  re- 
turn home.  Introspection  we  need  under 
the  most  self -searching  criticism!  Self- 
control  stores  up  forces.  We  must  re- 


148 


Monographs. 


turn  to  those  sources  of  eternal  power, 
from  which  in  unconscious  darkness  all 
human)  life  streams  forth,  in  order  to 
again  flow  back  in  conscious  liberty. 
Through  this  war  more  than  through  the 
pulpit  the  perishableness  of  all  earthly 
things  is  preached.  Such  a purification 
and  deepening  of  our  souls  is  grace,  what- 
ever the  external  issue  of  this  testing  may 
be,  the  most  serious  part  of  which  we 
probably  have  not  yet  passed  through. 
But  from  this  inmost  point  the  extraor- 
dinary, even  gigantic,  experience  presses 
on  to  a complete  renewal  of  both  our 
bodily  and  mental  existence,  the  indi- 
vidual as  well  as  the  State.  Regeneration, 
that  is  the  motto  of  this  age  of  war.” 

WORD  FROM  REV.  J.  K.  ROBB. 

“Kobe,  Japan,  April  13,  1915. 

“You  will  likely  get  a cable  message 
soon  from  ine.  Perhaps  you  have  it  as  I 
am  writing.  You  will  have  to  wait  for 
particulars,  unless  you  see  something  of 
the  wreck  in  the  papers.  We  were  ship- 
wrecked last  Sabbath  night,  about  8.42  in 
the  Inland  Sea  of  Japan.  We  left  Hong 
Kong  on  March  27,  on  the  SS.  Minne- 
sota. We  had  been  having  a pleasant 
trip,  except  that  we  had  a whole  week  of 
it  at  Manila  with  high  temperature.  Sab- 
bath day  last  was  a cloudy,  rainy  and 
cold  day.  The  night  came  on  very  mur- 
ky, and  finally  extremely  dark.  After 
dinner  Mrs.  Eobb  and  I went  on  deck  for 
a little  walk,  and  both  felt  very  thankful 
that  the  ship  was  not  under  our  charge. 
We  had  just  gone  to  our  cabin,  when  the 
ship  gave  a shudder,  and  then  in  a mere 
fraction  of  time  two  violent  jerks  that 
threw'  people  from  their  feet.  Some  hys- 
terical women  at  once  began  to  perform, 
and  a few  fainted.  But  for  the  most  part 
the  passengers  behaved  themselves  very 
w ell,  and  it  was  not  long  until  ever}d>ody 
had  gotten  themselves  in  hand.  I wrent 


on  deck  to-  see  if  I could  ascertain  what 
the  trouble  was.  I was  greatly  surprised 
to  see  a big  rock,  higher  than  the  ship, 
just  to  the  right  of  the  ship’s  prow,  and 
not  more  than  forty  feet  away.  We  were 
out  of  our  course  perhaps  a mile  or  more, 
and  had  struck  a reef  that  stretched  from 
one  big  rock  to  another.  We  stayed  on 
board  all  night,  and  had  our  breakfast 
next  morning,  then  were  transferred  to  a 
big  freighter  that  was  near  and  wThich 
got  our  wireless  message  for  help.  We 
got  our  cabin  baggage,  but  the  heavy  bag- 
gage was  all  left  on  the  ship.  We  will 
likely  get  it  all  right,  though  at  present 
the  fate  of  the  boat  seems  uncertain.  Still 
they  have  time  to  get  it  out  if  they  go 
after  it  in  time.  We  wrere  landed  here 
in  Kobe  this  forenoon,  about  160  of  us, 
and  I do  not  have  the  slightest  notion 
when  we  will  get  awTay.  They  gave  us 
our  tickets  back,  and  assured  us  that  they 
would  see  us  across  to  Seattle,  but  to-day 
wre  have  not  been  able  to  hear  a thing 
about  what  the  compan}^  is  preparing  to 
do  for  us-  We  were  told  that  we  wrould 
be  given  definite  information  to-morrow. 
It  is  a rather  unfortunate  situation,  as 
we  are  here  at  a hotel  and  with  no  notion 
of  wThen  we  will  get  away,  or  on  w7hat 
steamer.  The  other  steamers  sailing  to 
America  soon  are  all  booked  full,  or  so 
nearly  so  that  they  will  not  be  able  to 
take  us  on.  So  it  may  be  that  the  com- 
pany will  get  another  ship  to  convey  us 
across.  I want  this  to  get  on  the  Man- 
churia, which  is  full  up,  but  will  not 
finish  until  to-morrow,  after  I have  heard 
whether  or  .not  the  company  has  any 
definite  plan  for  us. 

“Will  just  say  that  this  is  my  first  ex- 
perience in  the  line  of  shipwreck,  and  I 
do  not  care  to  have  another.  Have  not 
had  my  clothes  off  for  two  nights,  and 
slept  very  little  in  that  time.  But  the 
sensation  that  I experienced  when  the 
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ship  was  scraping  and  grinding  on  the 
rocks  was  not  only  new,  but  one  that  I 
have  no  desire  to  meet  with  a second 
time.  The  fact  that  I had  my  family 
with  me  did  not  make  my  feelings  any 
more  pleasurable  at  the  moment.  Will 
write  a line  to-morrow. 

“The  Manchuria  is  in  port  to-day  on 
her  way  to  San  Francisco.  The  Minne- 
sota officials  here  are  trying  to  provide 
accommodations  on  the  Manchuria  for 
our  passage  from  here  on  to  the  end  of 
our  journey,  but  I am  not  certain  as  yet 
whether  or  not  they  will  succeed.  If 
they  do,  the  accommodations  will  not  be 
first  class  by  any  means.  If  we  get  off 
on  her,  we  will  be  in  the  United  States 
by  the  time  this  reaches  you-  If  we  do 
not  get  passage  on  her  will  let  you  know. 

(Signed)  “J.  K.  Robb/’ 

S.  A.  S.  Metheny,  Treas. 

Philadelphia , May  8,  1915. 

SIX  HUNDREDTH  ANNIVERSARY  OF 
THE  MARTYRDOM  OF  RAYMOND 
LULL,  JUNE  30,  1915. 

Missionaries  in  India  and  North  Africa 
have  suggested  that  Wednesday,  June  30, 
which  will  be  the  six  hundredth  anniver- 
sary of  the  martyrdom  of  Raymond  Lull, 
be  observed  as  a day  of  prayer  for  the 
Moslem  world.  The  evangelization  of  the 
two  hundred  millions  of  Islam  is  one  of 
the  most  difficult  tasks  of  the  modern 
missionary  enterprise.  Devoted  men  and 
women  of  God  have  consecrated  their 


lives  to  this  task,  and  recent  years  have 
seen  signs  of  large  encouragement.  Mos- 
lems in  many  lands  can  now  be  reached 
with  the  gospel.  But  Islam  is  still  power- 
ful and  aggressive.  The  situation  calls 
for  conference  and  prayer.  Union  meet- 
ings on  June  30  will  be  held  in  New 
York,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Toronto  and 
a number  of  other  cities.  It  is  earnestly 
hoped  that  pastors  and  missionary  work- 
ers everywhere  .will  bear  this  day  in  mind, 
that  appropriate  sermons  will  be  preached 
in  the  churches  on  the  Sabbath  preceding 
the  anniversary,  and  that  the  anniversary 
itself  will  be  marked  not  only  by  union 
meetings  wherever  practicable,  but  by 
special  prayer  in  the  regular  midweek 
meetings  and  at  family  altars.  Those  who 
wish  to  refresh  their  memories  regarding 
Raymond  Lull  will  find  abundant  mate- 
rial in  the  biographies  by  W.  T.  A.  Bar- 
ber and  Samuel  M.  Zwem6r.  Barber 
deals  with  Lull  as  a doctor  of  the  schools 
as  well  as  a martyr  of  the  Church,  and 
shows  how  he  joined  Roger  Bacon  in  urg- 
ing complete  scientific  education  for  mis- 
sionaries. Zwemer  portrays  Lull  as  the 
first  and  greatest  missionary  to  Moslems, 
and  emphasizes  the  magnitude  of  the  un- 
dertaking and  the  providential  summons 
to  the  Church. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee  of 
Reference  and  Counsel 

Arthur  J.  Brown, 

Chairman- 


If,  like  the  author  of  Ecclesiastes,  we  neglect  our  Divine  and  heavenly  citizenship, 
and  try,  with  backs  to  the  light,  to  make  ourselves  permanently  at  home  amid  the  scaf- 
folding of  temporal  things,  we  will  lose  sight  of  the  goal  and  write  the  pessimistic 
verdict,  “Vanity  of  vanities;  all  is  vanity.”  But  if,  with  our  faces  toward  the  day,  we 
live  for  time  and  eternity,  enjoying  all  things  freely  given  to  us,  and  yet  inheriting 
the  things  that  are  to  be,  then  shall  we  write  the  optimistic  verdict:  “He  hath  made 
all  things  good  in  their  time,  and  all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that 
love  and  cultivate  the  friendship  of  God.”— Cornelius  Woelfkin. 

Giving  up  for  Christ  is  an  enriching  process. — Dr.  Cuyler. 
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WOMEN’S  DEPARTMENT. 

Edited  by  Mrs.  J.  S.  Martin  and  Mrs.  T.  H.  Acheson. 


MISSION  STUDY  * 

Conducted  by  Dr.  James  M.  Balph. 
Fifty  Years  of  Mission  Work  in  Syria. 
LESSON  III. 

Chapters  V.  and  VI. 

What  did  the  Mission  request  of  the 
Board  in  1860? 

What  property  came  into  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Mission  in  1861? 

Who  was  the  first  Nusairiyeh  convert? 

G-ive  short  sketch  of  his  life. 

What  did  the  Mission  ask  for  in  1861  ? 

What  success  attended  the  work  in 
1862? 

Where  did  the  missionaries  spend  the 
summer  months? 

Who  was  the  first  medical  missionary 
appointed?  When  did  he  arrive? 

Who  was  Sulieman  Effendi  ? What 
book  was  he  the  author  of?  How  did  he 
die? 

Mention  two  events  of  1863.  When 
did  Hammud  die?  In  what  esteem  was 
he  held  by  the  missionaries? 

When  were  first  village  schools  opened  ? 
Among  what  people?  By  whom  taught? 
How  many  ? 

What  were  the  principal  events  of 
1865? 

How  many  village  schools  were  open 
this  year? 

When  was  the  first  girls*  school  opened 
in  Latakia?  Was  this  project  generally 
looked  upon  with  favor  by  the  people? 

Who  was  the  first  female  missionary 
appointed  to  this  work? 

How  many  converts  were  received  into 
the  Church  up  to  1865? 

When  was  first  property  bought  in  La- 
takia? When  was  girls*  school  building 
erected?  What  was  the  cost? 


Where  did  Mr.  Dodds  remove  to  ? 
When?  Why?  What  honor  was  con- 
ferred upon  him  in  1870?  When  and 
where  did  he  die?  How  did  this  affect 
ihe  work  in  Aleppo? 

When  was  the  girls*  school  building 
first  occupied? 

To  where  was  the  boys*  boarding  school 
removed  in  1870?  Under  whose  care  was 
it  there  ? 

Who  was  the  first  female  Nusairiyeh 
convert?  Give  brief  sketch  of  her  life. 

What  missionaries  arrived  on  field  in 
1872? 

When  and  where  did  Rev.  S.  R.  Gal- 
braith die? 

By  what  board  whs  Dr.  Martin  sent  out, 
and  why  did  he  come  to  Latakia? 

When  and  where  was  first  village  com- 
munion held? 

How  many  persons  had  united  with  the 
Church  up  to  that  time? 

When  was  Dr.  Metheny  licensed  and 
ordained,  as  a minister? 

What  special  work  did  Mr.  Beattie  un- 
dertake about  this  time? 

LESSON  IV. 

Chapters  VII  and  VIII. 

What  foreigner  had  purchased  property 
and  lived  in  the  Suadia  Valley  for  some 
time  previous  to  1870?  When  did  he 
die  and  where?  To  whom  was  his  prop- 
erty transferred?  When? 

What  native  worker  was  sent  to  Suadia 
in  *74? 

Which  one  of  the  missionaries  later 
spent  a year  there?  What  was  the  char- 
acter of  the  population? 

Describe  attack  of  Turkish  soldiers  on 
mission  house  in  Bahamra.  How  did  it 
affect  the  school  ? What  happened  to  those 
who  were  arrested  at  that  time? 
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Who  had  charge  of  the  girls’  school  at 
Latakia  this  year? 

When  was  the  Commission  of  S}mod 
in  Syria  first  constituted  ? Who  was 
Moderator  ? 

When  was.  the  dwelling  house  near  the 
girls’  school  built? 

When  did  the  international  postage 
agreement  go  into  effect? 

When  was  Miss  Wylie  appointed? 

Where  was  “Daoud”  at  this  time? 

What  deaths  occurred  in  the  Mission 
this  year? 

When  was  the  chapel  for  the  girls’ 
school  erected?  Whose  gift  was  it? 

Where  is  Dr.  R.  J.  Dodds  buried? 

Who  was  chosen  Moderator  of  Synod 
in  1877? 

In  what  condition  were  the  village 
schools  this  year  ? Why  ? What  war  was 
in  progress  at  that  time?  What  changes 
occurred  in  the  Mission  about  this  time? 

When  did  Dr.  Martin  begin  work  in 
Antioch  ? 

What  events  of  1878  are  recorded? 

What  is  said  of  mountain  schools  in 
1879? 

When  was  boys’  boarding  school  opened 
in  Suadia?  By  whom? 

What  new  missionaries  arrived  in  La- 
takia this  year? 

Who  donated  the  bell  for  the  chapel? 

How  many  day  and  Sabbath  schools 
were  in  operation  in  1880?  How  many 
additions  to  the  Church? 

What  mention  is  made  of  Daoud? 

What  new  missionaries  were  appointed 
and  arrived  in  1881? 

What  honor  was  conferred  upon  Mr. 
Beattie  in  1878?  When  did  he  return 
to  the  Mission? 

Who  was  principal  of  girls’  school? 

How  long  did  Mr.  Easson  and  family 
reside  in  Suadia? 

What  division  was  made  of  the  boys’ 
boarding  school? 


JUNIOR  DEPARTMENT. 

THE  CHILDREN  OF  THE  BIBLE. 

Subject  : Josidh , the  Boy  Xing. 

— II.  Chron.  34. 

References.  How  Chosen — I.  Sam.  10, 
1.  Hereditary,  II.  Sam.  7,  12-16.  Set 
apart  by  anointing — Proclamation,  II. 
Sam.  5,  10 ; by  oath,  II.  Kings  9,  13.  Re- 
spect, Job  34,  18;  Isa.  8,  21;  Matt.  22, 
21 ; Mark  12,  17. 

Josiah  followed  two  kings,  Manasseh 
and  his  son  Am  on,  who  were  noted  for 
their  wickedness.  He  was  but  eight  years 
old  when  he  began  to  reign,  but  some  one 
had  trained  him  to  decide  early  for  the 
right.  It  says  of  him  that  while  he  was 
yet  young  he  began  to  seek  after  the  God 
of  David,  his  father.  He  purged  the  land 
of  all  the  high  places  and  idols,  and  then 
began  to  repair  the  temple.  In  ridding 
out  the  rubbish,  Hilkiah,  the  priest,  found 
the  Book  of  the  Law,  and  delivered  it  to 
Shaphan,  who  took  it  to  the  king.  The 
king  asked  to  have  it  read,  and  upon 
hearing  it,  was  so  distressed  that  he  rent 
his  clothing.  The  book  was  filled  with 
God’s  curses  and  punishments  that  w'ere 
to  be  sent  upon  the  people.  The  king 
called  all  the  people  together  and  had 
the  book  read  publicly.  Then  the  king 
and  his  people  covenanted  to  obey  the 
Lord  and  keep  His  laws.  Josiah  reigned 
thirty-one  years,  and  the  record  is  that 
all  his  days  the  people  departed  not 
from  following  the  God  of  their  fathers. 

There  are  several  lessons  to  be  learned 
from  this  story. 

First — We  are  never  too  young  to  seek 
after  God. 

Second — Youth  should  not  deter  us. 
from  doing  all  we  can  for  righteousness. 

Third — God  always  listens  to  those 
who  repent  and  try  to  do  His  will. 

Fourth — Even  a boy  may  make  a great 
change  in  surroundings. 

Annette  G.  Wallace. 
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Y.  W.  C.  A.  OF  GENEVA  COLLEGE. 

The  Young  Women’s  Christian  Asso- 
ciation of  Geneva  College  is  glad  to  re- 
port a very  prosperous  and  enthusiastic 
year.  The  Association  has  broadened  its 
line  of  work  this  past  winter,  and  has  met 
the  needs  of  the  college  better  than  any 
previous  year.  Much  of  this  success  is  due 
to  the  good  work  of  our  efficient  president. 
Miss  Irma  Hamilton.  Thirty-one  of  the 
girls  are  active  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  (thanks 
to  the  windstorm  of  last  spring  and  to  the 
Board  of  Trustees  and  friends)  we  had 
a large  modern  room  to  put  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  girls  for  rest  and  study.  The 
girls  have  added  to  the  room  during  the 
year  until  now  it  is  very  nicely  furnished. 
Joined  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  room  by  double 
doors,  these  rooms  make  fine  reception 
rooms. 

Through  these  columns  the  Association 
would  thank  all  Alumnae  and  friends 
who  contributed  to  the  remodeling  and 
furnishing  of  our  room. 

In  our  religious  meetings  during  the 
year  we  were  favored  with  addresses  from 
different  members  of  the  Faculty  and 
traveling  secretaries.  During  the  winter 
term  we  had  two  mission  study  classes : 
“The  Immigrant  Forces,”  conducted  by 
Miss  Irma  Hamilton,  and  “The  Young 
Working  Girl,”  by  Miss  Lola  Weir. 

At  Christmas  time  the  Association  sent 
a box  to  the  Jewish  Mission  in  Philadel- 
phia. We  are  trying  to  establish  the 
habit  of  systematic  mission  giving  among 
the  girls.  From  December  to  April  we 
raised  $9  for  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  work  in 
South  America  among  the  working  girls, 
by  the  two  cents  a week  plan. 

Dr.  Williams,  of  Philadelphia,  one  of 
the  three  doctors  recommended  by  the 
National  Y.  W.  C.  A.  to  lecture  to  girls. 


visited  Geneva  April  25  and  26.  She 
proved  a very  pleasing  and  able  talker. 

Miss  Ola  McClurkin,  of  Sharon,  la-, 
was  our  delegate  to  the  National  Y.  W. 
C.  A.  Convention  at  Lake  Forest,  Mich., 
Jan.  1-3.  Miss  Elizabeth  Ewing,  of 
Beaver,  Pa.,  and  Miss  Nannie  Kelso,  of 
New  Galilee,  Pa.,  are  our  delegates  to  the 
summer  conference  at  Eagles  Mere,  Pa., 
June  2 5- July  5. 

We  are  striving  to  raise  the  standard 
of  college  womanhood  each  year.  To-day 
a woman  must  be  as  broad-minded,  de- 
pendable and  systematic  of  her  time  in 
rest,  study  and  exercise  as  men.  In  co- 
educational schools  the  girls  must  stand 
for  pure,  frank  friendships  with  the  men- 
The  young  men  and  young  women’s  are 
the  social  center  of  our  college.  Under 
their  auspices  receptions  after  debates, 
afternoon  teas  and  picnics  are  given  dur- 
ing the  year. 

Our  Student  Volunteer  Band  now 
numbers  nine.  Four  have  joined  this 
year — Miss  Jean  Shuman,  of  Washing- 
ton, la. : Miss  Hildred  Thomson,  of  Wal- 
ton, N.  Y. ; Mr.  Rutherford  Johnston,  of 
Allegheny,  Pa.,  and  Mr.  Brown,  of  Rose 
Point,  Pa.  Two  joined  as  a result  of  the 
services  led  by  Mrs.  Alice  McClure,  for- 
merly of  Punjab,  India,  now  instructor 
of  Bible  in  Westminster  College.  Another 
very  helpful  and  vital  result  of  these 
meetings  are  the  daily  morning  prayer 
circles  among  the  boys  and  girls.  We 
now  have  six  circles  with  an  attendance  of 
from  three  to  twelve.  We  are  learning 
the  great  power  of  social  prayer.  We 
wish  here  to  express  our  appreciation  of 
the  services  of  Mrs.  McClure  and  her 
helpers,  and  to  pay  this  tribute  to  Mrs. 
McClure — that  we  never  knew  as  happy 
or  as  spiritual  a woman.  She  is  surely 
a lovely  and  influential  Christian,  and 
greatly  loved  by  the  student  body  of 
Geneva. 
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As  we  look  back  over  the  year  we  ask, 
Have  we  run  in  vain?  And  the  answer 
comes  from  our  Friend,  “]STo,  but  there 
is  yet  much  land  to  be  possessed.”  Under 
the  leadership  of  our  new  president,  Miss 
Hildred  Thomson,  we  hope  to  go  in  and 
fully  possess  the  land. 

L.  W.,  U6. 

WORK  AMONG  FOREIGNERS  IN  BEAVER 
FALLS. 

Though  Beaver  Falls  has  a large  for- 
eign population,  the  town  has  no  “foreign 
quarter.”  Instead,  little  settlements  of 
different  nationalities  are  found  here  and 
there  throughout  the  town  near  to  the 
mills  and  factories,  where  many  foreign 
men,  and  in  some  cases  women,  are  em- 
ployed. 

Headers  of  Olive  Trees  are  familiar 
with  the  work  of  Mrs.  Mary  Metheny 
among  the  Syrian  families  settled  in  the 
north  end  of  Beaver  Falls,  teaching  them 
and  reading  to  them  in  their  own  lan- 
guage and  in  many  ways  ministering  to 
their  welfare. 

Another  foreign  settlement  is  at  the 
foot  of  College  Hill.  Here  a number  of 
Italian  families  are  grouped  together, 
and  near  them  Hungarian  people. 

With  the  help  of  a bright  little  Italian 
girl,  I have  become  acquainted  with  the 
families  of  this  particular  settlement.  I 
often  met  her  after  school  and  went  with 
her  to  their  homes.  She  burst  into  each 
house  without  waiting  to  knock,  so  there 
was  no  question  as  to  whether  we  would 
be  admitted.  I found  she  was  introducing 
me  as  a “teacher,”  and  it  was  then  easy 
to  talk  of  the  night  school  in  the  high 
school  building,  and  urge  men  and  boys 
to  attend-  They  were  always  interested 
in  this,  so  were  not  prejudiced  in  think- 
ing they  were  being  visited  by  a church 
worker.  In  this  way  I have  become  ac- 
quainted with  thirty  families. 


Every  visit  furnished  an  opportunity 
to  leave  picture  cards  giving  the  Sab- 
bath school  lesson  in  Italian  or  Hungar- 
ian, or  gospels  or  Testaments  or  tracts. 
The  people  w^re  alwaj^s  grateful  for  any 
reading  matter  in  their  own  language. 

They  have  appreciated  greatly  any  at- 
tention to  the  sick  or  to  the  children  in 
their  homes.  “Remembering  the  babies? 
names  and  keeping  one’s  promises  to  the 
letter,”  have  much  to  do  with  gaining  the 
friendship  of  mothers.  But  it  is  by  no 
means  difficult  to  love  the  bright,  attrac- 
tive children  found  in  their  homes. 

We  have  been  specially  favored  in  hav- 
ing the  help  of  a fine  Christian  woman 
who  understands  the  Italian  language. 
She  has  given  considerable  time  this  win- 
ter to  visiting  these  people,  and  has  been 
most  cordially  received.  To  her  they 
have  poured  out  their  troubles,  and  she 
has  sympathized  and  advised  in  a wuse, 
loving  way.  She  has  been  of  great  help 
m “explaining  the  religion  of  the  Protest- 
ants,” and  in  allaying  the  prejudices 
brought  from  the  “Old  Country.” 

As  a result,  children  from  ten  Italian 
homes  have  come  to  our  Sabbath  schools 
cither  at  the  church  or  in  the  mission 
chapel.  Some  were  learning  the  Twenty- 
third  Psalm,  so  it  was  type-written  in 
both  English  and  Italian,  and  put  on  the 
wall  in  their  homes.  A few  older  people 
attend  church  occasionally. 

Our  Eastvale  Chapel  furnished  an  at- 
tractive place  for  a night  school,  and  a 
class  of  twelve  men  and  boys  came  there 
twdce  a week  for  instruction  in  English. 
At  the  request  of  a few  who  work  at 
night,  a class  was  conducted  on  Saturday 
afternoons  in  the  church  parlor  by  one 
of  the  college  students.  This  class  met  on 
Sabbath  afternoons  also,  and  read  the 
Bible  in  English. 

A sewing  school  for  foreign  girls  has 
(Concluded  on  page  156.) 
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At  the  suggestion  of  Rev.  James  L. 
Barton,  D.  D.,  Vice-Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Reference  and  Counsel,  we 
have  obtained  from  the  Department  of 
State  full  instruction  in  regard  to  pass- 
ports, for  the  information  of  the  Foreign 
Board  and  its  missionaries,  and  we  pub- 
lish for  the  guidance  of  those  mission- 
aries who  may  need  the  information  at 
once  some  of  the  rules  governing  the 
granting  and  issuing  of  passports  in  the 
United  States,  and  certain  restrictions 
upon  travel  in  Europe. 

“No  one  but  the  Secretary  of  State  may 
grant  and  issue  passports  in  the  United 
States’’  (Revised  Statutes,  Sections  4075, 
4078),  “and  he  is  empowered  to  refuse 
them  in  his  discretion. 

“Passports  are  not  issued  by  American 
diplomatic  and  Consular  officers  abroad, 
except  in  cases  of  emergency;  and  a citi- 
zen who  is  abroad  and  desires  to  pro- 
cure a passport  must  apply  therefor 
through  the  nearest  diplomatic  or  Con- 
sular officer  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

“By  Act  of  Congress,  approved  March 
23,  1888,  a fee  of  one  dollar  is  required 
to  be.  collected  for  every  citizen’s  pass- 
port. That  amount  in  currency  or  postal 
money  order  should  be  made  payable  to 
the  Disbursing  Clerk  of  the  Department 
of  State-  Drafts  or  checks  will  not  be 
accepted.” 

“A  person  who  is  entitled  to  receive  a 
passport,  if  within  the  United  States, 
must  submit  a written  application,  in  the 
form  of  an  affidavit,  to  the  Secretary  of 
State.  The  application  should  be  made 
by  the  person  to  whom  the  passport  is  to 
be  issued,  as  it  is  not  proper  for  one  per- 
son to  apply  for  another.” 

“The  affidavit  must  be  made  before  a 
clerk  of  a Federal  or  State  Court  within 


the  jurisdiction  of  which  the  applicant  or 
his  witness  resides;  and  the  seal  of  the 
court  must  be  affixed.” 

“The  application  must  also  be  accom- 
panied by  duplicate  photographs  of  the 
applicant,  on  thin  paper,  unmounted,  and 
not  larger  in  size  than  three  by  three 
inches,  one  to  be  attached  to  the  back  of 
the  application  by  the  Clerk  of  Court  be- 
fore whom  it  is  made,  with  an  impression 
of  the  seal  of  the  court  so  placed  as  to 
cover  part  of  the  photograph,  but  not  the 
features,  and  the  other  sent  loose,  to  be 
attached  to  the  passport  by  the  Depart- 
ment. Photographs  on  cardboard  or 
post-cards  will  not  be  accepted.” 

“'Professional  and  other  titles  will  not 
be  inserted  in  passports.” 

“Blank  forms  of  application  will  be 
furnished  by  the  Department  free  of 
charge  to  persons  who  desire  to  apply  for 
passports.  Supplies  of  blanks  are  also 
furnished  by  the  Department  to  Clerks 
of  Courts.” 

Missionaries  in  the  Levant  who . may 
plan  to  visit  France  on  the  way  to  Amer- 
ica, or  when  returning  to  the  field  from 
furlough,  should  bear  in  mind  the  follow- 
ing restrictions  on  travel  in  Europe: 
“The  Department  of  State  is  informed 
that  every  alien  entering  France  must  be 
provided  with  a special  passport  issued  by 
a French  Consul  and  a document  contain- 
ing information  as  to  the  evidence  on 
which  the  French  passport  is  issued,  the 
city  in  France  to  be  visited,  the  object 
of  the  visit,  and  other  pertinent  informa- 
tion. The  Department  understands  that 
passports  to  be  used  in  Turkey  should  be 
visaed  by  a Turkish  Consular  officer  either 
in  the  United  States,  at  San  Francisco, 
Chicago,  Boston  or  New  York  City,  or  at 
a Turkish  Consulate  abroad.” 
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“The  Department  is  informed  that 
persons  entering  British  territory  are  re- 
quired to  bear  passports,  but  it  is  not 
necessary  they  should  be  visaed.” 

Applications  should  be  made  at  least 
two  weeks  before  the  date  of  sailing.  All 
going  out,  whether  missionaries  under 
full  appointment  or  for  terms  of  service, 
or  only  for  travel,  should  be  thus  provided 
with  evidence  of  citizenship. 

4 

Early  in  May  Olive  T$ees  received 
from  Mrs.  Sommerville  and  passed  on  to 
Treasurer  Metheny,  $205  for  mountain 
schools  in  Syria,  contributed  by  “some 
women  of  Second  New  York  and  their 
friends.” 

For  only  75  cents  the  Fleming  H. 
Revell  Co.  will  mail  any  one 

JOHN  HUSS, 

THE  MARTYR  OF  BOHEMIA. 

The  author,  W.  P.  Schwarze,  Ph.D., 
Professor  of  Church  History  in  the  Mor- 
avian College  and  Theological  Seminary, 
Bethlehem,  Pa.,  in  view  of  the  five  hun- 
dredth anniversary  of  the  death  of  this 
great  Reformer,  who  suffered  martyrdom 
July  6,  1415,  and  in  full  sympathy  with 
his  faithful  contendings,  has  given  the 
readers  a very  clear  conception  of  the  re- 
ligious condition  of  the  period  in  which 
he  labored,  and  of  which  he  was  the  out- 
standing figure.  The  volume  is  a,  worthy 
contribution  to  the  literature  of  pre- 
Reformation  times.  The  story  is  told  in 
eight  chapters:  The  Home  and  Times 

of  John  Huss;  The  Youth  and  Early 
Works  of  Huss;  The  Period  of  Strife — 
Huss  and  the  Archbishop;  The  Period  of 
Strife — Huss  and  the  Pope;  Huss  in 
Exile;  Huss  at  Constance;  Trial  and 
Death  of  Huss;  the  Influence  of  Huss — 
chapters  that  are  full  of  touching  scenes 
and  incidents,  illustrations  of  the  marvels 
the  Grace  of  God  can  accomplish  through 


one  consecrated  man,  transforming  the 
feeblest  into  heroes,  who  are  ready  to  do 
and  dare  all  things  for  His  glory. 

The  book — to  quote  from  the  publish- 
ers* statement — “is  suffused  throughout 
with  the  spirit  and  genius  of  that  splen- 
did missionary  church  which  had  its 
origin  among  the  followers  of  Huss  in 
1457.  The  salient  events  in  the  career 
of  the  Reformer  are  related  in  stirring 
fashion,  while  the  effects  of  his  influence 
on  the  events  of  the  fifteenth  century  are 
discussed  with  discernment  and  real  his- 
torical instinct.  A compact,  authorita- 
tive study  of  the  man  who  fearlessly  de- 
fied the  tyranny  of  mediaeval  Rome,  which 
should  make  an  appeal  to  lovers  of  liberty 
everywhere.” 

% 

At  the  request  of  the  Secretary  we 
cheerfully  publish  the  following  an- 
nouncement : 

“The  International  Missionary  Union 
will  hold  its  annual  conference  at  Clifton 
Springs,  N.  Y.,  June  23-27.  The  mem- 
bers number  over  1,300,  scattered  in  all 
the  mission  fields  of  the  world.  But  mis- 
sionaries, either  at  present  active  or  re- 
tired, will  be  most  welcome  at  the  con- 
ference, and  may  become  members  of  the 
Hnion.  The  Sanitarium  founded  by  Dr. 
Henry  Foster  will  entertain  the  mission- 
aries for  the  five  days  of  the  gathering. 
Denominations  are  not  known,  as  all  who 
come  confer  on  the  broad  basis  of  love 
and  service  for  the  common  Lord.  The 
discussions,  covering  every  phase  of  mis- 
sionary effort  in  all  the  fields  of  the 
world,  will  center  this  year  around  the 
thought,  ‘The  Call  of  God  to  the  Church 
of  To-day/  There  are  no  paid  officers  of 
any  kind,  and  the  conference  is  carried  on 
freely  and  frankly  by  everyone  who  wishes 
to  take  part.  The  most  approved  methods, 
the  effort  being  made  on  the  field  to-day 
and  the  advances  achieved  by  the  Grace 
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of  God,  are  told  and  heard  in  this  con- 
vention. Mrs-  H.  J.  Bostwick,  Clifton 
Springs,  N.  Y.,  the  corresponding  secre- 
tary, will  furnish  full  information  to  all 
who  apply  for  it.” 

% 

We  congratulate  the  Christian  Nation 


(Continued  from  page  153.) 
attracted  nearly  all  the  available  children. 
It  is  quite  exclusive,  as  “no  Americans 
can  come.”  It  is  planned  to  have  an 
afternoon  for  mothers,  and  invite  them  to 
see  the  work  done  by  the  children. 

There  is  no  limit  to  the  opportunities 
that  open  up  for  work  among  these 
strangers  in  our  midst.  They  are  ready 
to  recognize  all  of  good  that  presents 
itself  in  the  country  they  have  adopted. 
They  are  ready  to  acknowledge  that  the 
religion  of  the  country  must  be  good  be- 
cause the  people  are  good  and  kind. 

One  Italian  woman  in  speaking  enthu- 
siastically of  “America,”  pointed  to 
“paschi  erbosi”  (pastures  green)  in  the 
Psalm  on  the  wall,  and  said  that  was 
what  this  country  was  to  her. 

It  is  not  only  our  duty,  but  our  priv- 
ilege, in  meeting  with  these  interesting 
people  to  direct  them  to  the  Good  Shep- 


on  its  Medical  Missionary  Number.  The 
articles  are  well  written  and  reliable,  and 
the  illustrations  are  excellent.  It  should 
encourage  the  friends  of  our  foreign  mis- 
sions, and  we  are  glad  to  be  assured  that 
it  is  having  a wide  circulation. 


herd,  Who  will  help  them  find  green 
pastures  in  our  land  of  liberty,  and  lead 
them  to  God’s  house  for  evermore. 

E-  M.  McFarland. 

Note. — Those  interested  in  teaching 
English  to  foreigners  will  find  many  sim- 
ple readers  specially  prepared.  The  one 
selected  by  the  Superintendent  of  Beaver 
Falls’  schools  is  “English  for  Foreigners,” 
Houghton  & Mifflin,  50  cents. 

An  admirable  plan  for  teaching  Eng- 
lish by  using  Bible  stories  is  found  in 
“Early  Stories  and  Songs,”  Fleming  H. 
Bevel  1,  35  cents,  paper.  The  title  of  the 
first  chapter,  “Abraham  the  Immigrant,” 
suggests  the  nature  of  the  book. 

Testaments  published  by  the  Bible  So- 
ciety, with  English  and  Italian  in  paral- 
lel columns,  have  been  of  muchjielp. 

The  American  Tract  Society  publishes 
many  good  tracts  in  foreign  languages. 


TELEGRAM  TO  DR.  METHENY  REPORTED  THE  SAFE  ARRIVAL  OF  REV.  J.  K.  ROBB  AND  FAMILY 
AT  SAN  FRANCISCO  MONDAY  MORNING,  MAY  10,  1915. 

CABLE  NOTIFIES  US  THAT  REV,  S.  EDGAR  IS  ON  THE  S.S.  NEW  YORK,  DUE  FROM  LIVERPOOL  ON 
MAY  23,  1915,  AND  THAT  HIS  FAMILY  AND  MISS  MEARNS  ARE  SAILING  FROM  NAPLES  TO  BOSTON. 

Olive  Trees  needs  Herald  of  Mission  News  for  August,  1890.  We  will  pay  25 
cents  for  that  number. 

So  it  is  with  spiritual  exercises  when  they  are  as  real  as  the  exercises  in  the 
gymnasium.  When  a man  prays,  and  prays  as  deliberately  and  purposely  as  he 
practices  physical  exercises,  when  he  drills  his  soul  as  he  drills  his  body,  he  gives  his 
mind  and  soul  a certain  pose,  a certain  attitude,  a certain  stateliness  and  loftiness  of 
carriage.  He  gives  his  soul  a healthy  bias  toward  God,  and  the  soul  retains  the  bias  when 
he  is  no  longer  upon  his  knees.  His  soul  carries  itself  Godward  even  when  he  is  earning 
his  daily  bread.  God  can  get  at  him  any  time  and  anywhere ! The  way  is  open,  the 
communion  is  unbroken! — Rev.  J.  H.  Jowett , D.D. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1915. 


Rky.  Jas.  S.  Stewart,  D.  D ' 

Rev.  Samuel  Edgar 

J.  M.  Balph,  M.  D.,  on  furlough.. 

Miss  Mattie  R.  Wylie 

Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar 

Miss  M.  Florence  Mearns 


Latakia , Syria . 


Rev.  Robert  E.  Willson,  on  furlouoh^ 

Rev.  Andrew  J.  McFarland 

John  Peoples,  M.  D. 

Mr.  J.  French  Carithers t 

Miss  Evadna  M.  Sterrett 

Miss  F.  Elma  French,  on  furlough 


Mersina,  Asia  Minor. 


Rev.  Walter  McCarholl.. I J 

Mr.  Roy  Esmond  Smith [ Larnaca,  Cyprus. 

Mr.  Dwight  H.  Conner j 


Calvin  McCarroll,  M.  D 

Rev.  A.  I.  Robb,  D.  D 

Rev.  J.  K.  Robb 

Rev.  Julius  A.  Kempf 

Rev.  William  M.  Robb,  on  furlough 

J.  M.  Wright,  M.  D 

Miss  Kate  McBurney,  M.  D.  ... 
Miss  Ida  M.  Scott,  M.D. on  furlough 

Miss  Annie  J.  Robinson 

Miss  Mary  R.  Adams- 

Miss  Ella  Margaret  Stewart  ... 
Miss  Rose  A.  Huston 


A7" icosia , Cyprus. 


Tak  Ming  Chau,  West  River, 

South  China. 


Rev.  D.  R.  Taggart Mo  Sing,  West  River,  South  China. 

Miss  Jennie  M.  Dean,  on  furlough  ) 

Rev.  Ernest  C.  Mitchell \ Lo  Ting,  via  Canton , South  China. 

E.  J.  M.  Dickson,  M.  D ) 

HOME  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1915. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers,  Indian  Mission , 

Apache , O.  T. 

Riv.  W.  J.  Sanderson,  Southern  Mission , 

Selma,  Ala. 


Rev.  R.  A.  Blair,  Jewish  Mission, 

800  So.  Fifth  Street , Philadelphia,  Pa. 

post  office  addresses  of  treasurers. 

Syrian  Mission,  Mission  in  China,  Jewish  Mission  and  Church  Erection — 
Dr.  S.  A.  S.  Metheny,  617  N.  43d  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Domestic  Mission ; Southern  Mission;  Indian  Mission;  Testimony 
Bearing;  Sustentation;  Theological  Seminary;  Ministers’,  Widows’  and 
Orphans*  Fund;  Literary;  Students’  Aid;  National  Reform — Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby, 
41 1 Penn  Building  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Aged  People's  Home — Mrs.  A.  G.  Wallace,  235  Fourth  Ave.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


Transportation  Agency  SzSZSZSL, 

All  questions  relating  to  Railway  and  Steamship  Rates 
for  Missionaries  and  Freight  should  be  addressed  to 


WILLIAM  G.  CARSON, 


203  SOUTH  42d  STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


Telephone,  785  Morningside 

WM.  McCLEAN’S  SON 
Undertaker  and  Embalmer 


SOS  WEST  134th  STREET 


ROBERT  L.  McCLEAN 


NEW  YORK 


A.  LASER; 

Manager 


PRESCRIPTIONS  FILLED 
GLASSES  FITTED 


HERBERT  & HUESGEN  GO. 


OPTICIANS 


CAMERAS  AND 
PHOTO  SUPPLIES 


18  EAST  42d  STREET 

Telephone,  Murray  Hill  624 


NEW  YORK 


Fifty  Years  of  Mission  Work  in  Syria. 

BY  J.  M.  BALPH. 

A history  of  the  foreign  mission  work  of  the  Covenanter  Church 
in  Syria,  Asia  Minor  and  Cyprus.  Just  issued.  Contains 
information  all  should  read.  Order  at  once,  as  only  1,000 
copies  have  been  printed.  Price  35c.  post-paid. 

Address,  JAMES  S.  TIBBY,  408  Penn  Building,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


JAMES  S.  TIBBV  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

SELLS  THE  FOLLOWING  COVENANTER  LITERATURE 

PSALM  BOOKS  (old  and  new  versions),  TESTIMONY, 

BOOK  OF  DISCIPLINE,  MINUTES  OF  SYNOD,  CON- 
FESSION OF  FAITH,  CATECHISMS,  TALES  OF 
COVENANTERS,  POETS  and  POETRY,  ROMANISM 
ANALYZED,  HISTORY  OF  THE  TRIAL,  1891 

WRITE  F-QR  PRICES  


